GEOGRAFICKY CASOPIS / GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL 76 (2024) 4, 319-339
DOI: https://doi.org/10.31577/geogrcas.2024.76.4.17

TRANSPORT EXCLUSION OF SUBURBAN MOTHERS:
A CRITICAL REVIEW

Katarina RiSova*

* Institute of Geography, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Stefanikova 49, 814 73 Bratislava, Slovakia,
geogriso@savba.sk

Transport exclusion of suburban mothers: A critical review

Suburban mothers have a special position when facing transport disadvantages, since
they are both socially expected to fulfil their gender roles and are limited while travel-
ling due to morphological structures and transport conditions of their neighbourhoods.
Today’s suburbia faces trends in society that were not present in the Fordist era. It
also reflects various characteristics of the countries in which it operates. They are
often different from traditional American suburbs. The aim of the paper is to provide a
systematic review pertaining to the transport exclusion of suburban mothers consis-
ting of two levels: a general overview of wider connections and contexts related to the
topic; and a critical review of studies focusing specifically on suburban mothers and
their transport behaviour and/or exclusion. This review adds to the literature by identi-
fying research gaps and limitations of analysed papers, introducing possible future
directions of the research, and proposing a concrete steps for how to design future
studies differently to obtain findings reflecting the current social setting. Future re-
search should consider not only the transport-related decision-making processes of
mothers, but also their value orientations and new trends in a society (e. g. the home
office era and changing views on the family arrangements), all of these using a combi-
nation of quantitative and qualitative data while not omitting any travel modes or
socio-economic classes of mothers.
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INTRODUCTION

In the traditionally suburban environment of the USA, job opportunities
emerged alongside services and facilities. Residents of central cities there have
been shown often to be disadvantaged when commuting to the suburbs for work
(Preston et al. 1993). However, this is not the case for new or smaller suburbs,
where the housing function is often the only one, and most out-of-home activities
need to be carried out in distant central cities, which leads to residents’ transport
disadvantage. Typical examples include the suburbs of Central and Eastern Europe
(e. g. Hirt 2008 and Sveda and Barlik 2018). Moreover, regardless of the country or
region of a suburb, when accessing destinations, the low density of suburban built-
up areas leads to longer distances and travel times. This, together with the lack of
public transport, is linked to the need to own and use a car. However, this may be
difficult for some. Suburban women, and especially mothers, have a special posi-
tion when facing a transport disadvantage, since they not only need to navigate
their own lives as individuals, but also are socially expected to fulfil their gender
roles as wives and mothers ‘properly’. Research to date has shown that family care
leads to more space-time fixity and activity fragmentation (Shen et al. 2015 and
McBride et al. 2020), which, together with the physical and social environment of
suburbia, pose additional obstacles to mothers’ travel routines. Importantly, the
transportation disadvantage of individuals in today’s poorly equipped suburbia is
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not just a follow-up and copying of the former situation in the USA, but it faces
current trends in society that were not present in the Fordist era, and reflects the
different cultural and other characteristics of the countries in which it operates.

Therefore, the aim of the paper is to provide a two-level review pertaining to the
transport exclusion of mothers living in suburbia. The first level of the review was
a general overview of the topic, the aim of which was to present the problem of
transport exclusion of mothers living in suburbia comprehensively, and regarding
wider connections and contexts related to the individual, social and environmental
factors affecting it. The goal of the second level was to conduct a critical review of
specific studies: here, the studies reviewed had to focus explicitly on transport be-
haviour and/or the exclusion of mothers living in suburbia (primarily or partly).
While the intention of the general overview was to summarize the existing
knowledge to date, in critical review, on the other hand, studies were evaluated on
the basis of their research design. The critical review adds to the existing literature
by identifying research gaps and limitations in analysed papers and by introducing
possible future directions for the research, along with a concrete step of how to
design future studies differently to obtain more valuable findings which will more
reliably reflect the current social setting. We are aware that men also face specific
experiences that may limit their everyday footprints and travel, however, this topic
is not addressed in this review

METHODS

Both the general overview and the critical review were conducted systematical-
ly, as illustrated in the flow diagram (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1. Flow diagram of paper selection for the review
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The systematic review was conducted using the Advanced Search Query Buil-
der in the Web of Science database (2023), with data valid for 20th of June 2023.
The search query was formulated as follows: AB = ((“suburb*’) AND
(“transport*” OR “commut*” OR “travel*”) AND (“mother*” OR “woman*” OR
“female*” OR “women*” OR “gender*”")), other search criteria being language
(English) and type (articles, book chapters, proceeding papers and early access).
Year of publication did not play a role in the search procedure, since we intended
to cover all the approaches to the issue available. Together, 221 records met the
search criteria.

Individual assessment of abstracts was then conducted. Papers not within this
article’s scope were excluded immediately. Articles related solely to commuting
from the city to suburbia (e. g. papers on reverse work commuting from central city
to suburbs, commuting to suburban university campuses) were also excluded from
the review.

Together, 58 papers were subject to full-text screening. During the full-text
screening, it became clear that for the needs of the general overview, it would be
necessary to include the snowballing method (adding some papers that were cited
in the original selection). Studies not focused explicitly on mothers but describing
processes that are traditionally associated with the gender roles of wife and mother
(e. g. spatial entrapment, etc.) were included in the overview but excluded from the
critical review. In addition, during the writing of the general overview, it became
clear that some topics needed to be explained by including other additional litera-
ture (e. g. on the topic of post-socialist suburban development).

The criteria for papers to be included in the critical review were as follows: the
results regarding transport had to refer specifically to mothers living in suburbia,
and motherhood needed to be stated explicitly. Review papers were excluded from
the sample. Two groups of research papers emerged. In the first group, there was a
primary focus on the transport of suburban mothers, while in the second, this was a
partial issue only. Both were included in the critical review, however. Flnally, the
sample involved in the critical review consisted of ten emplrlcal studies. The main
aim of this critical review was to identify strengths and weaknesses of the selected
studies as well as to evaluate their value and research design adequacy.

RESULTS

General overview of wider connections and contexts related to transport exclusion
of mothers living in suburbia

In this chapter, the knowledge to date has been organized into subchapters ac-
crodnig to most frequently discussed toppics in selected documents. The themes
are naturally intertwined and interrelated. The subchapters are organized to provide
an overall view of the most important factors and circumstances related to the
transportation experiences of suburban women.

Residential location: residential choice, expectations and reality

There is existing knowledge that families move to suburban areas around first
childbirth (Kley and Drobni¢ 2019). However, there are various motivations for
moving. While some texts mention as the reason for moving to the suburban-rural
fringe the increasing land prices and the fact that middle-class families can afford
to buy a property there (Kley and Feldhaus 2018 and Hughes 2022), others de-
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scribe ideals around children (Andrews 2010) or getting a house with a garden
(Miller 1995), often related to normative values according to which children de-
serve to live in a “proper family home” (Kley and Drobni¢ 2019, p. 155). As found
by Andrews et al. (2016), mothers living in inner suburbia value access to public
transport and a manageable work-family balance, while for those residing outer
suburbs, the size of the house is more important than transport options. Yet, there
are exceptions in families’ residential decisions: the well-educated and well-paid
prefer to live in gentrifying central neighbourhoods (McLafferty and Preston
2019), which were shown to be more suitable for women trying to juggle profes-
sional and household responsibilities (Preston et al. 1993).

However, there is contradictory knowledge on who among family members
makes the residential decision choice. As an example, while Sultana (2005) found
that the residential location may be chosen so that the male breadwinner, whose
career is expected to take precedence over the woman’s job, can easily access his
employment, Janke (2021) showed neighbourhood selection being influenced by
women’s travel attitudes only. On the other hand, Kley and Feldhaus (2018) as-
sumed a common decision-making process regarding place of residence and part-
ners’ commute length. Mothers who are more family-oriented and not planning to
return to work quickly may agree to live in a remote location (Kley and Drobnic¢
2019).

After moving to suburbia, however, multiple obstacles arise, among which a
lack of services (including childcare, healthcare for children, and educational insti-
tutions) and transport issues are often shown as typical examples of the everyday
experience of suburban families (Novak and Sykora 2007, Andrews 2010, An-
drews et al. 2016 and Hughes 2022). Moreover, this situation can be exacerbated
by the poor class of an area. As stated by Marouli (1995, p. 534), “[a] well-off
woman living in a poor neighbourhood inevitably has to contend with inadequate
services, streets in bad condition, poor environment (e. g., pollution) etc., although
she may be capable of privately buying the services she needs.”

The family’s spatial isolation from opportunities and the greater distance to key
destinations complicates the care of children and combining work and family life,
as well as participation in society in general. As a result, in families where gender
roles are more firmly anchored in everyday life, and where the man is considered
the breadwinner, there is a chance that the married mother will be at least tempo-
rarily designated to housewifery and the related spatial isolation in the suburbs
(Hughes 2022).

Working mothers in suburbia

In the previous section, the residential decision choice was described, which, as
stated above, is often made at the time of the family foundation. However, as chil-
dren grow, mothers are expected to make decisions related to returning to the la-
bour market. These include, for example, questions on the job search strategy, job
location and related commute length, earnings, qualifications, whether to work full
time, and, in some cases, whether to work at all, all of these affected by gendered
expectations on how a family should function.

Looking at the gendered job search, it has been shown to be affected by a need
to combine household responsibilities with work, which leads to a restricted spatial
radius and only certain kinds of jobs for which mothers apply (Wyly 1998). The
prevailing body of literature shows that women work closer to home than men,
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which has been explained by the traditional responsibilities of the woman as care-
giver and the man as breadwinner (Johnston-Anumonwo 1992, Blumen, 1994,
Howell and Bronson 1996, Wheatley 2013, McLafferty and Preston 2019 and Par-
ker and Rubin 2022). Such a family arrangement requires women to work close to
the homes they are supposed to take care of, and since they are considered second
earners in many households, they often accept a part-time job or less qualified
work, which leads to lower earnings and limited career growth potential (Crane
2007). This phenomenon is termed the spatial entrapment theory, which describes
married women and mothers whose gendered household responsibilities restrict
their overall mobility and keep them stuck in their home neighbourhoods. Research
to date has shown that suburban women with school-aged children especially work
closer to their home than men (Wheatley 2013). Despite prevailing agreement with
the spatial entrapment thesis, England (1993) questioned this stereotype, although
the findings were not such as to disprove the theory reliably, since men in the study
still commuted further than women and only clerical women workers were taken
into account.

In the second half of the twentieth century, job opportunities became available
in the US suburbs, since there was a large number of well-educated spatially en-
trapped suburban women who were ready to work. Typical examples of such job
suburbanization were the San Francisco Bay area (Nelson 1984 and Cervero and
Landis 1992) and the Chicago metropolitan area (De Vise 1976). This way, the US
suburbs quickly became work locations where women outnumbered men (Johnston
-Anumonwo 1997). However, pink-collar jobs (historically feminized jobs, where
women create an absolute majority) are often paid less and lack opportunities for
career advancement (Brown 1995, OECD 2023). Therefore, mothers who were
looking for better paid and higher qualified jobs had to commute to more distant
locations anyway.

On the other hand, in monocentric metropolitan areas, most opportunities rela-
ted to work and free-time activities are still located in a compact city, which is
a common situation in Europe, for example. However, even in monocentric metro-
politan areas, women’s workplaces are closer to home than men’s jobs (Silm et al.
2013). In monocentric metropolitan areas of post-socialist countries, it has been
shown that women find it harder to get to the central city location than their male
counterparts and are more dependent on them (Hirt 2008). Overall, their mobility is
more restricted (Pojani et al. 2017) and mothers especially feel tied to their neigh-
bourhood (Novak and Sykora, 2007). While previous examples were from post-
socialist environments, the constrained spatial movement of women in suburbia has
also been recorded in other European countries (not necessarily with a monocentric
morphological structure) — for example in greater Nottingham, UK (Wheatley
2013) or in greater Athens, Greece (Marouli 1995).

Literature to date has shown that long commutes might inhibit the labour force
participation of mothers (Kley and Drobni¢ 2019). In a study by Kawabata and Abe
(2018), suburbs were places of both low labour participation of married mothers
and low regular employment rates. Additionally, giving that suburban women are
less likely to work full-time compared to both men and central-city women
(Blumen 1994, Johnston-Anumonwo 1997 and Kley and Drobni¢ 2019), it puts
them at a disadvantage in terms of earnings. Moreover, research to date has shown
that especially the most vulnerable groups may face long-distance or log-time com-
mutes to low-wage jobs. This is especially common for transit-dependent individu-
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als and those from the lowest income category (Johnston-Anumonwo 1997, Wyly
1998 and Levinson 1999).

However, the evidence on the transport disadvantage of mothers in suburbs is
not without contradictions. It is the tendency to treat women as a homogenous
group that lies beneath that issue. As shown by some authors, there is a need to
consider racial backgrounds, family structures and places of residence (Preston et
al. 1993), as well as different cultures, ideologies and housing typologies (Parker
and Rubin 2022). In the US in the 1990s, researchers started to distinguish between
European American women and women with a different race and/or ethnicity when
examining commuting and found that the travel patterns among these groups dif-
fered significantly. While for European American women living in the suburbs,
marriage and the presence of children led to shorter work journeys (Preston et al.
1993 and McLafferty 1997), that was not the case for other racial or ethnic groups.
Compared to European American women, minority women had limited opportuni-
ties to work closer to their homes to accommodate family needs. The results indi-
cated that the work trips of minority women were only slightly influenced by fami-
ly responsibilities and their commutes were often as long as those of minority men
(Preston and McLafferty 2016) and longer than those of European American wo-
men (Johnston-Anumonwo 1995 and McLafferty and Preston 1996). This has been
explained by a lack of job opportunities for minority women because of, for exam-
ple, discrimination in the labour market (McLafferty and Preston 2019) and limited
access to a car due to low income, with a resulting dependence on public transport
(Rogalsky 2010).

According to existing knowledge, however, suburban residents’ attitudes to-
wards long commutes differ. For example, while self-reported mental health is in
general lower among those commuting for longer distances, in a study by Shen et
al. (2021) the relationship between self-reported mental health and long-distance
commuting was not significant among women. In addition, a study by Blumen
(2000) conducted in Israel found that women perceived their long commute, not
only as a burden but also as an opportunity for a mental shift, contemplation, rela-
xation and to take a ‘pause’ from their daily routine. As shown by Kawabata and
Abe (2018), married mothers’ attitudes towards long commutes also differed ac-
cording to their education level, those with higher education being the most sensi-
tive to commute times. In sum, looking at the studies mentioned above, it could be
stated that when looking at commuting in the context of social justice, individuals’
own needs, preferences, and the choice involved are the key elements that should
be considered. As stated by Johnston-Anumonwo (1997, p. 316), “the ‘goodness’
or ‘badness’ of working close to home depends on how much choice is involved
and on the wage earned at the end of the work trip”.

Spatio-temporal travel behaviour of suburban mothers

The everyday travel experience of mothers living in suburbia can be best ex-
plained through the spatio-temporal patterns of their travel behaviour and overall
daily activities. However, some of the gender differences in spatio-temporal beha-
viour are not only a matter of the suburban environment, but also occur in urban
areas. Although women have been shown to be less time-sensitive regarding com-
muting than men (Patterson et al. 2005), their traditional gender roles of wife and
mother subject them to multiple constraints which both reflect and lead to their
more subordinate position.
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In this review, we understand spatiotemporal constraints in line with Héager-
strand (1970), as restrictions on the potentially possible activities that mothers
could perform. In this context, these can be capability constraints conditioned bio-
logically or by the ability to control the necessary tools (e. g., ability to drive a car),
coupling constraints expressing the need to join other individuals or tools to per-
form an action (e. g., carpooling family members), and authority constraints (e. g.,
opening hours of kindergarten for bringing a child in / picking up a child from it).
In general, mothers have less time flexibility than men both in suburbs (Shen et al.
2015) and urban areas (Kwan 2000). Furthermore, regardless of their employment
status, they have more fragmented activity-travel patterns in terms of the sequen-
cing of many activities and trips in their daily schedule (McBride et al. 2020). An
exception is a study by Silm et al. (2013) conducted in the suburbs of Tallinn, the
capital of Estonia, where men made more trips per day than women, which, accor-
ding to the authors, could be explained either by women being forced to stay at
home or having less access to a car. In the same study, the travel activities of wo-
men were more limited to their work-home axis, and their activity spaces were
smaller and more concentrated around their suburban homes, where they also spent
more time than men. Larger activity spaces of men and their travelling farther from
home was also reported in a study by Lo and Houston (2018) examining heterose-
xual married couples in Southern California, typical for its urban sprawl. Men have
more leisure-time activities than women (Silm et al. 2013), but spend less time on
household duties, which leads to fewer space-time constraints compared to their
female counterparts (Chen and Yeh 2021).

Family structure

In suburban locations, traditional gender roles within the home persist
(Wheatley 2013 and Preston and McLafferty 2016). As a result, working mothers
particularly are under great time pressure. In two-parent families in Australia, more
full-time employed mothers than full-time employed fathers reported always or
often being under time pressure (Baxter et al. 2007), which can potentially create
not only transport inequality, but also health inequalities related to time scarcity
(Strazdins et al. 2011). The need to handle both work and household responsibili-
ties has often been labelled a ‘double burden’ or ‘double shift’ (Hirt 2008 and
Hughes 2022). Due to the need to balance work and household responsibilities,
women face more spatio-temporal constraints than men (Chen and Yeh 2021). As
stated by Blumen (2000), the spatial home-work separation and its negative effect
is especially visible in peripheral suburbs. Yet, as shown by Di Ciommo et al.
(2014), women and men have similar travel behaviour if they voluntarily partici-
pate equally in household duties.

Family structure plays an important role in the spatio-temporal constraints of
women living in suburbia and their related transport exclusion. While family struc-
ture affects the travel behaviour of both men and women, the effects are not equal
for both genders and reflect the traditional vision of the working man and the ca-
ring woman. For example, compared to women, being married has been shown to
have a more important effect on men’s working and commuting patterns. Marriage
has been shown to cause longer commuting times for men compared to both their
unmarried counterparts (McLafferty and Preston et al. 1993 and McLafferty 1997)
and married women (Preston and McLafferty 2016), and has a significantly greater
effect on earnings compared to women (Howell and Bronson 1996).
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Gender roles and gendered spatial footprints are amplified by childcare respon-
sibilities (Parker and Rubin 2022). The prevailing body of literature has shown that
the presence of children in a household shortens the work trips of mothers com-
pared to both fathers and childless women (Preston et al. 1993, Preston and
McLafferty 2016), yet exceptions exist (e. g. Wyly 1998). As shown by Levinson
(1999), individuals with the youngest children (0 — 5 years) spend more time at
home than those with older children and childless households. Yet, according to
the same author, being a parent increases time spent at home for mothers, but de-
creases that for fathers, who spend more time at work.

Children create a particular spatio-temporal constraint for commuting parents;
however, as shown by, for example, Kwan et al. (2014) and Shen et al. (2015),
these constraints are muted in multigenerational families: there, older members
help with childcare responsibilities, which leads to greater temporal flexibility of
parents and related extended opportunities to commute for better jobs or leisure
activities. On the other hand, single mothers especially face great time scarcity
(Strazdins et al. 2011). Despite this fact, however, in some studies, single mothers
commuted longer than married ones (Preston et al. 1993) which could be explained
by their role as sole wage earners.

Travel mode choice of suburban mothers

In general, gender is one of the most important factors influencing travel mode
choice (Dai et al. 2016). Mothers often choose to use a private automobile among
other travel modes, with the main reasons being a need for flexibility, time saving
and overall time management when it is necessary to deal with complicated and
complex travel patterns while traveling with children (Dowling 2000 and Blumen-
berg 2016, Maciejewska and Miralles-Guasch 2019).

As shown by Sivak (2013), during the twentieth and beginning of the twenty-
first century in the US, driving licence ownership among women steadily in-
creased. Moreover, Klein et al. (2018), who examined the suburbs of the Philadel-
phia region in the US, found that women living there in 2012 were more likely to
use cars than men. Although Patterson et al. (2005) did not examine gender diffe-
rences in car use, they found that among Canadian suburban residents, women
were less likely to use public transport than men; they did not ascertain the reasons
for such a choice. The opposite was found in China and in the post-socialist envi-
ronment in Europe, where women still use cars less often than their male counter-
parts and tend to choose other modes of transport instead both in the suburbs (Silm
et al. 2013 and Shen et al. 2021) and in urban areas (Pojani et al. 2017). For exam-
ple, in a study by Shen et al. (2021), women in suburban Shanghai were more like-
ly than their male counterparts to commute by foot, bicycle or public transport.
Similarly, in suburban Tallinn, more women than men chose public transport (Silm
etal. 2013).

Although a car seems to be a comfortable option for mothers, its use is condi-
tioned by several factors, such as sufficient finances for its use, fair car share ar-
rangements within a household, confidence in one's own abilities, etc. Therefore,
the conditions for mothers to be able to use a car are not always fulfilled. Pojani et
al (2017) examined travel behaviour in the urban environment of Tirana, the capital
of Albania, and found several factors that discouraged women from driving. There,
women were more concerned than men about saving money when choosing their
transport mode; they often believed that driving was a male activity; at the same
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time, they were often discouraged from driving by their husbands. Silm et al.
(2013) pointed to the unequal car share within households and found that in the
suburbs of Tallin, Estonia, men drove the family car more often than women. In
this context, as mentioned in the work of Blumen (1994), working women living in
the suburbs benefit when the family purchases an additional car. In addition to car
use, in studies by Koppelman et al. (1993) and Patterson et al. (2005), women in
suburbs were also more likely to ride share than men. However, looking at other
alternatives, such as cycling and walking for transport, these have not in general
been perceived as a favourable option by mothers. Walking for transport is effec-
tive for short distances only; moreover, as stated by Maciejewska et al. (2022), sub-
urban and small-town women walk less than other women and any men. Similarly,
for suburban residents, cycling has been perceived as an ineffective way to juggle
complex travel patterns when parenting (Burke and Bonham 2010). Also, com-
pared to suburban men, women tend to be more concerned about safety when cy-
cling; at the same time, safety-conscious cyclists rarely make cycling trips for
transportation purposes (Mitra and Schofield 2019).

Regional specifics in travel experience of suburban mothers

As indicated in the previous section, mothers’ travel experience varies across
different countries and regions. This is due, for example, to differences in culture,
politics, ideology, history, and the related level of development of society in diffe-
rent parts of the world. In addition, spatio-temporal patterns of transport disad-
vantage are influenced by the physical attributes of the environment, such as the
size of the suburbs and cities, as well as their functional and morphological struc-
ture, which is not uniform everywhere. In this section, traditional Western suburbs
will be compared with those located in other regions, with a special emphasis on
post-socialist countries and China, since these were highly represented among the
reviewed papers.

Firstly, North American suburbs have been linked to a traditional family life.
Especially the post-war period in the US was characterized by massive suburbani-
zation, strengthening of the suburban housewifery ideal, an increasing car owner-
ship rate (to which, due to patriarchal relations within a household, men had prima-
ry access), and a related reduction in the mobility of suburban mothers (Rutherford
and Wekerle 1988 and Miller 2018). Therefore, during the late 1970s and early
1980s, researchers became interested in struggles related to the spatial entrapment
of both working and non-working women (e. g. Madden 1981 and Hanson and
Pratt 1988). During the twentieth century in the US, jobs were gradually relocated
to suburban locations, which created new transport conditions for both suburban
and urban working women. Therefore, in the 1990s, a new research topic emerged
in the US, researchers being focused on the lack of job opportunities in the inner
city. Since suburbs in the US were almost exclusively for the European American
population, new suburban jobs were less spatially accessible for minorities
(Johnston-Anumonwo 1995).

On the other hand, during the Soviet era, suburbanization had not yet developed
in the socialist bloc, where, on the contrary, massive urbanization took place
(Musil 2001). Officially, women were “equal to men in all economic, governmen-
tal, cultural, and sociopolitical matters” (Silm et al. 2013, p. 815) in communist
regimes and members of both genders were expected to work (Pojani et al. 2017).
At the same time, a high birth rate was ideologically supported by population poli-
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cy (Hirt 2008 and Sprocha et al. 2018). However, since gender roles within a
household persisted, such conditions created a double burden for working mothers,
who had to have a job and take care of their households (Kaskla 2003 and Pojani et
al. 2017). Despite the absence of suburban development, many women commuted
from rural areas. However, in communist regimes, the car ownership rate was ge-
nerally low. Public transport was preferred by most individuals due to its low cost
and frequent connections, which led to the different travel behaviour of individuals
compared to that in the capitalist societies (Pucher 1990). In the 1990s, unemploy-
ment rates in the post-socialist countries rose, which led to the disadvantaged posi-
tion of women, who, due to their maternity leaves, often had to interrupt their ca-
reers. As pointed by Pojani et al. (2017), post-socialist women who decided to stay
at home to take care of their children risked spiralling into poverty and dependen-
cy. In the late 1990s and early 2000s post-socialist environment, when economic
recovery started, suburbanization intensified, driving factors being privatization,
the deregulation of economic activities and decentralization (Stanilov and Sykora
2014). On the other hand, Salvati and Carlucci (2015, p. 824) claim that suburbani-
zation is “the common trait of the landscape of European cities, regardless of their
geographical, economic, or administrative characteristics”, the main drivers being,
for example, rising living standards and changes in housing preferences and travel
behaviour.

Yet, there are several differences between the suburbs of post-socialist countries
and those in Western Europe and North America. For example, in the suburbs of
the Central and Eastern Europe, no sub-centre formations have yet developed
(Taubenbock et al. 2019). In addition, in European post-socialist countries, smaller
urban regions and related smaller distances from suburbia to the city centre are ty-
pical. Also, cities and towns are smaller, monocentric and more compact, and
workplaces are located mainly in the city centre (Silm et al. 2013 and Pojani et al.
2017). Differences in gendered behaviour between Western Europe and the post-
socialist environment are visible, for example, in the former German Democratic
Republic and the former Federal Repubhc of Germany (Kley and Feldhaus 2018).
There, in the former German Democratic Republic in the socialist period, equal
labour participation was promoted, while in the former Federal Republic of Germa-
ny, the breadwinner model was predominant. Although some differences persisted
in both parts of Germany after reunification, there is a tendency for men to work
full time while women have part-time jobs (Rosenfeld et al. 2004). Even within the
post-social bloc, however, suburban development and gender gaps in employment
and commuting are not homogeneous. As noted by Pojani et al. (2017), in the capi-
tal of Albania, unlike in other central and Eastern European cities, the suburbs are
not the residence of the middle class, but are rather poorer informal suburbs, which
are typical for the Western Balkans. Also in Tirana, the gendered job search and
access are more linked to socio-cultural gender barriers than to transport poverty.

When reviewing studies on mothers’ travel behaviour, differences also exist
between China and Western countries, especially the USA. Looking at family
structure, nuclear families are more common in the US, while in China, many
young parents live in multigenerational families, where women receive help from
other household members (Shen et al. 2015). Existing studies have shown that such
cohabitation typically leads to less constrained spatio-temporal travel behaviour of
both urban and suburban parents (Feng et al. 2013 and Shen et al. 2021) and ena-
bles women to participate fully in the labour market (Ta et al. 2019). Despite this,
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women in China work closer to home than men in both urban and suburban areas
(Hu et al. 2018 and Shen et al. 2021).

Critical review of studies focusing specifically on transport exclusion
of mothers living in suburbia

As stated in the Methods section, the final sample for the critical review consis-
ted of ten empirical studies. These were published between 1993 and 2022, reflec-
ting both current and past social trends and conditions. Most of the papers were
published in journals with a primary focus on geography and urban studies, and
they were set in different countries and regions, namely Australia (three studies),
USA (three studies), Bulgaria, Greece, South Africa and Israel (for more detailed
information, see Tab. 1). Various geographical settings and related differences in
socioeconomic, cultural and historical conditions, as well as morphology and the
overall spatial arrangement in settlement systems, were reflected in different re-
search topics, questions and methods of data collection and analysis. Therefore, in
this critical review, the differences in the approaches will be analysed and their
advantages and disadvantages will be discussed. Research gaps and possible future
directions with respect to current trends in human society will then be identified.

Altogether, three main categories of research topics were identified: 1) family-
related topics, with a special emphasis on parenthood and raising children; 2) the
role of race and gender in work commute times; and 3) the suburban experience of
women at different levels of emancipation.

Firstly, family-related studies were conducted in the suburbs of Melbourne
(Andrews 2010 and Andrews et al. 2016), Sydney (Dowling 2000) and Johannes-
burg (Parker and Rubin 2022). There were some important differences in the me-
thodology. The Australian studies dealt primarily with middle-class mothers for
whom suburban residence was a matter of choice; the majority were car and home
owners. There, ideals about living in suburbs and raising children were compared
with the real experience and struggles of families. The private car being perceived
as an effective tool for solving most of the spatio-temporal problems, and especial-
ly for juggling mothers’ complex daily routines. The exception was a study by An-
drews et al. (2016), where only mothers in the outer suburbs relied primarily on the
private automobile, those residing in inner suburbia valuing access to public
transport. All the Australian studies used qualitative data collected via face-to-face
interviews and provided in-depth information on the topic. On the other hand, the
study by Parker and Rubin (2022), who examined the spatial footprints of both
mothers and fathers in different suburban localities of Johannesburg, holds a spe-
cial position among family-related studies. Their research was conducted in three
suburban sites with various racial, cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds, where
former apartheid-driven planning still played a role in the everyday mobility expe-
rience of individuals. Common features of all the family-related studies included
the use of qualitative data and the selection of suburban participants only. All the
studies in this category offer comprehensive insight into the decision-making pro-
cess of individuals when travelling.

The second group of papers is those by Preston et al. (1993), McLafferty
(1997), and Preston and McLafferty (2016), all of which studied the role of gender
and race in commute times of women in suburban New York in different time peri-
ods. The focus on suburban mothers is especially marginal, however; where men-
tioned in the papers, it relates solely to commute times/length, while omitting the
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travel experience or travel behaviour. The dataset used in the studies comes from
the Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS), which is an anonymized representative
sample of US residents and enables reliable statistical analyses to be conducted in
large-scale geographical areas. Commute time was the focus of all three studies,
other data available being those pertaining to, for example, personal characteristics,
household characteristics, transport mode, and occupation. In these papers, urban
women were studied alongside suburban women and compared. However, the ana-
lyses in these papers were strictly quantitative, not considering or analysing the
decision-making choices of women. Such an approach is rather descriptive and
does not provide deeper understanding of the issue.

Tab. 1. Basic characteristics of papers analysed in the critical review

F Decision
. ocus -making .
Authors Journal Title Suburbs of on the - Data sampling
topic studied
Parental perceptions of
Andrews Health & residential location: Im- Melbourne Partial Yes Interviews with 15 mothers
(2010) Place R s (Australia)
pacts on children’s health
Communi- ~ Mothers’ ideals and expe-
Andrews et ty, Work & riences of raising children  Melbourne Partial Yes Interviews with 20 mothers
al. (2016) Famil in inner and outer subur- (Australia)
Y ban Melbourne (Australia)
Cultures of mothering and
Dowling Geoforum car use in suburban Syd- Sydney Primar Yes Interviews with 20 women
(2000) : ney: A preliminary inves-  (Australia) y (of whom 17 were mothers)
tigation . . .
. 9 Questionnaires with 121 women
%:ggeigéheei:bgégiés on  Sofia and 129 men; interviews with 15
Hirt (2008)  Cities persp Partial Yes women (number of mothers not

living at the edge of the (Bulgaria)

So specified); interviews with 10
post-communist city

planners
Secondary quantitative data

Gender, race, and the pertaining to 180,000 (year

McLafferty ~ Urban New York

determinants of commut- Partial No 1980) and 410,000 (year 1990)
(1997) Geography ing: New York in 1990 (USA) individuals, (number of mothers
not specified)
Interna-
Marouli .t;ggfr{a lof ‘Women resisting (in) the Athens Interviews with 75 women
(1995) Urban and city: Struggles, gender, (Greece) Partial Yes (number of mothers not
Regional class, and space in Athens specified)
Research
e Lo Interviews, focus groups,
Parkerand Urban g:r?cile‘rtyf:x]ei?eii(l)gl Sre Johannes- smartphone mobility app,
Rubin Forum and location ir}ll’the Gaut- burg (South  Partial Yes mapping, online communication
(2022) ene City region Africa) platforms (27 mothers and
g ' y reg ' 15 fathers)
Preston et Urban ;I;fulsrr:)%atc)tlffcifav[?liizle and New York - Secondary quantitative data
< . s VY Partial No (number of mothers not
al. (1993) Geography  Hispanic women’s com- (USA) specified
muting specified)
Annals of
the Ameri- s Secondary quantitative data
E/?i?f;fl]t; l:d can Associ- aR:‘;,?Cl‘:?‘% f’tei:dei:]’ Tr\?ec:; New York Partial No of 5% of the residents of the
Y ation of g (USA) region (number of mothers
(2016) York p
Geogra- not specified)
phers
Dissonance in women’s Jerusalem
o .
le(%r(l)en Urbqn‘ commuting? The explerl and Haifa Primary Yes Interviews with 42 mothers
( ) Studies ence of exurban employed (Israel)

mothers in Israel

The third group of papers analysed is focused on the suburban experience of
women at different levels of emancipation, the study areas being in Greece, Bulga-
ria and Israel. In the study by Blumen (2000), there was a primary focus on the
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transport experience of full-time employed Israeli suburban mothers, the main goal
being to analyse their attitudes towards the work commute regardless of the travel
mode. In the remaining two papers, the focus on suburban mothers’ transport expe-
rience was only marginal. Marouli (1995) studied Greek suburban women’s ways
of resisting patriarchy, while Hirt (2008) examined the overall gendered experience
of living in a Bulgarian post-communist suburb. Moreover, Marouli (1995) and
Hirt (2008) selected participants with different ages and occupations, only some of
them being mothers of small children. On the other hand, in the study by Blumen
(2000), only middle-class full-time employed mothers participated. As a data col-
lection method, interviews (Marouli 1995 and Blumen 2000) or interviews in com-
bination with questionnaires (Hirt 2008) were used. All the studies provide infor-
mation on the transport-related decision-making of mothers. There were important
differences in the selection of study areas. Blumen (2000) chose two Israeli subur-
ban localities of Haifa and Jerusalem. There, all the participants were upper-middle
-class mothers at a high level of emancipation in terms of having a good job and
social status. On the other hand, Marouli (1995) compared three Greek suburban
localities of Athens with different classes, where women of various socioeconomic
backgrounds lived. There, women had different conditions for their emancipation
and tried to fight for their position in society in different ways. Finally, Hirt (2008)
examined women from only one Bulgarian suburban location in Sofia, participants
being from various backgrounds. They often sacrificed their mobility and social
life in order to live in this post-communist suburbia.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

This two-level review paper targeted the issue of transport exclusion of subur-
ban mothers. So far, scientists from only a few regions of the world have worked
on the subject, with the most numerous papers coming from North America, China,
Australia and European countries. The research topics were also specific to the
year of publication. In the USA, research on the transport behaviour of suburban
women was already developed in the 1990s (with a large number of papers focu-
sing on work commuting distance and/or length in relation to various socio-
economic variables, taking intersectionality into account), while in Eastern Europe-
an countries this was not the case due to the later onset of suburban development.
In later years, scholars from other countries began to address the topic of suburban
women's transport behaviour as well, and, moreover, studies using qualitative
methods increased in number. It is necessary to mention some important points
that arise from the analysed studies. Firstly, the overview showed that the motiva-
tion for living in suburbia varies among households but is usually associated with
family life. Paradoxically, however, it is often the family life that is complicated by
living in the suburban locations, one of the main complications being lower spatial
and spatio-temporal access to services, jobs and overall opportunities. Importantly,
the spatio-temporal constraints of suburban women have been shown to be larger
than those of men, which relates to the persisting gendered view of parental child-
care responsibilities and related time pressure when juggling the roles of mother
and worker. However, suburban mothers’ transport experiences clearly differ
according to both individual and environmental factors (e. g. socioeconomic class,
race and ethnicity, as well as geographical settings and the overall characteristics of
a suburb). Individual variables affect whether or not a mother’s travel strategy is
convenient and whether it is a matter of choice or out of necessity. For example,
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not every woman has the opportunity to drive a car to gain more spatio-temporal
flexibility and to solve her complex and fragmented daily schedule, or to find
a well-paid high-status job within a reasonable distance of her home. On the other
hand, environmental factors of suburban mothers’ transport experience relate to,
for example, the morphology of a particular urban-suburban system, the size of the
suburb, and the related existence or absence of services and job opportunities there,
as well as regional specifics such as the traditional family structure (nuclear vs
multigenerational), ethnic/race composition, history, traditions, culture and ideolo-
gy. In empirical studies focusing specifically on suburban mothers and their
transport behaviour and/or exclusion, it is not possible to address all the issues
mentioned above in only one case study. Therefore, in this paper, the approaches of
various authors were examined in the critical review.

Based on the critical review of studies focusing specifically on suburban mot-
hers and their transport behaviour and/or exclusion, several research gaps were
identified. Studies including enough participants to conduct statistical analysis
while providing valuable explanations based on the qualitative data are missing. In
some regions of the world (e. g. Latin America and South Asia), research focused
speci-fically on suburban mothers’ transport behaviour and/or exclusion is not co-
vered at all. In addition, mothers today find themselves in a rapidly changing time,
where new social issues and phenomena are constantly emerging (working from
home, the question of traditional views on the family, secularization and the related
change of view on the role of the family, single-parent families as a new standard,
etc.). These issues should be properly reflected on and studied in different cultural
contexts. Although the research gap regarding traditional values and mothers’ be-
liefs was identified by Howell and Bronson (1996), who stated that there is a
chance that more traditional beliefs of women would limit their commute time to a
greater extent compared to those with more contemporary beliefs, we found only
two stu-dies reflecting this issue in this review. The first was the paper by Kley and
Feldhaus (2018), which was considered in the general overview but not in the criti-
cal review of this paper. There, the traditional view of gender roles was determined
as the degree of agreement to these statements: women should care more about the
family than about their careers and a child below six years of age suffers if its
mother works (Kley and Feldhaus 2018, p. 5). However, transport behaviour was
not investigated in their study, only the effect of the long commutes on the partner-
ship stability. In the study by Hirt (2008), which was involved in the critical re-
view, both women and men were asked for their normative opinions on how basic
household responsibilities should be divided; however, mothers were not the pri-
mary subjects of the research. Moreover, when examining values and beliefs, we
believe that such normative opinions should be explained by more in-depth ques-
tions — e. g. Why do mothers believe that household responsibilities should be di-
vided in the way they describe? Based on the limitations mentioned above, a future
research agenda is proposed, as follows:

1) There is a need to conduct empirical research dealing specifically with the
transport behaviour and/or exclusion of mothers living in suburbia, in which parti-
cipation is open to women with various socioeconomic backgrounds and, at the
same time, is not restricted in terms of travel mode. This way, various groups of
respondents could be compared (e. g. car users vs non-car users) and a more realis-
tic view of the mobility of suburban mothers obtained.

332



GEOGRAFICKY CASOPIS /| GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL 76 (2024) 4, 319-339

2) Looking at geographical settings, it could be beneficial to study the transport
exclusion and/or behaviour of suburban mothers in more regions and countries, as
so far research is very limited to only a few countries in the world. Additionally, in
some cases, it is not necessary to limit the research area according to state borders.
For example, research in cross-border urban-suburban systems can be conducted,
since this could uncover not only different motivations for moving to these loca-
tions, but also different challenges and barriers in the mobility of mothers (e. g.
lack of cross-border public transport).

3) Authors may consider using a combination of quantitative and qualitative
data in a single empirical study. This way, not only could a valid statistical analysis
be carried out, but it would also be possible to explain the results obtained. At the
same time, however, qualitative data should not only concern decision-making pro-
cesses, but also the value orientations of mothers (ideally also of their partners, if
they exist). To avoid superficial results, an approach using in-depth questions
should be maintained if possible.

4) Future research should consider changes and new trends in a society. This
could be, for example, the working from home era which started to prevail in many
occupations during the COVID-19 pandemic and its effect on the transport experi-
ence of suburban mothers, or the changing views on the family arrangements and
dynamics.

This work is subject to limitations. When selecting articles for review, despite
the author’s efforts to proceed as systematically as possible, full-text screening
could be biased on a certain degree of subjectivity. Another limitation pertains to
the critical review itself. The fact that the three groups of papers were geogra-
phically anchored could be a result of the small number of studies analysed. More-
over, in the case of the second group of studies which were conducted in the New
York metropolitan area, all three papers were authored by the same collective. An-
other limitation concerns the search of records exclusively through the WOS data-
base. Evaluating studies from multiple databases would allow us to cover the issue
more broadly. Similarly, this review focused only on studies written in English,
which may also have narrowed the results obtained. However, such a selection al-
lowed us to focus on the highest quality publications available, and thanks to the
English language, understandable to a wide scientific audience. Looking at the
studies analysed, there are some regional specifics related to the concept of a sub-
urb. There are different types of suburbia which relate to the history of the planning
and the way the particular suburbs were created. Despite the stereotypical idea of
suburbs being built in former green fields, in the studies analysed, there were some
contrasting examples to that idea — for example, former villages with new develop-
ment typical of post-socialist countries (Hirt, 2008), or former mining industrial
areas and ethnic-specific suburbs created during apartheid in South Africa (Parker
and Rubin, 2022). This leads not only to the resulting differences in morphology
and overall traffic functioning of an area, but also to the demographic composition
of its inhabitants and related differences in their lifestyles, socioeconomic condi-
tions, and the barriers they face.

Despite its limitations, however, this review provides valuable insights into the
issue of transport-related exclusion of one of the most vulnerable groups living in
one of the most difficult environments for travelling. There are still not enough
studies dealing with this issue, and only a very small number of emerging ques-
tions regarding the transport disadvantage of suburban mothers have been an-
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swered so far. To form a sufficient basis for solving social justice in the public
space, more research should be done.

This paper was supported by the Scientific Agency of the Ministry of Education,
Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic and the Slovak Academy of
Sciences under grant VEGA 2/0008/24 and by the Slovak Research and Develop-
ment Agency under grant APVV-21-0286.
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Katarina Risova

DOPRAVNE VYLUCENIE SUBURBANNYCH MATIEK:
KRITICKE ZHODNOTENIE DOTERAJSIEHO VYSKUMU

Matky zijuce v suburbiu ¢elia viacnasobnému dopravnému znevyhodneniu. Spolo¢nost’
od matiek ocakava, Zze budl plnit’ svoje tlohy vyplyvajice z rodovych roli. Ich mobilita je
stCasne limitovana morfologickou a funkénou $truktirou suburbanneho prostredia, ako aj
obmedzenymi dopravnymi mozZnostami. NavySe, dopravné znevyhodnenie jednotlivcov
obyvajucich suburbanne oblasti nie je len nadviazanim na niekdajsiu situaciu v USA, ale je
ovplyvnené aj sucasnymi trendami v spolo¢nosti, ktoré neboli pritomné pocas fordisticke;j
éry. Dopravné znevyhodnenie suburbannych matiek tiez odrdza rozdielne charakteristiky
krajin (napr. kultarne), v ktorych sa odohrava. Cielom prispevku bolo uskutoénit’ kritické
zhodnotenie vedeckej literatary tykajtcej sa dopravného znevyhodnenia suburbannych ma-
tiek. Toto zhodnotenie bolo realizované v dvoch urovniach: 1) vSeobecny prehl'ad SirSich
suvislosti v oblasti dopravnych skusenosti zien a matiek a 2) kriticky prehl'ad studii kon-
krétne zameranych na suburbanne matky a ich dopravné spravanie a/alebo vylucenie.
V druhej arovni boli vyli¢ené teoretické ¢lanky, ¢lanky skimajuce reverzny smer docha-
dzania (napr. z mesta do suburbannych univerzitnych kampusov) a historické studie popisu-
juce predvojnovy suburbanny rozvoj. Hodnotené ¢lanky boli vyberané systematicky, a to
prostrednictvom néstroja Advanced Search Query Builder v databdze Web of Science
(2023) s datami platnymi 20. jina 2023. V ramci prvej Grovne zhodnotenia sme identifiko-
vali Sest’ na seba nadvizujucich oblasti, ktoré stthrnne popisuju a vysvetl'uju Sirsie suvislos-
ti tykajuce sa dopravnych skisenosti zien a matiek. Ide o vyber suburbia ako miesta bydli-
ska, pracujiice suburbanne matky, ¢asovo-priestorové aspekty dopravného spravania, rodin-
né usporiadanie a jeho vplyv na dopravné skusenosti, spdsob dopravy a regionélne Specifi-
ka dopravnych skusenosti suburbannych matiek.

Rodiny volia suburbium ako miesto bydliska v o¢akavani kvalitnejSieho rodinného Zi-
vota. Je to vSak prave rodinny Zivot, ktory je Casto negativne ovplyvneny nedostatoc¢nou
dostupnostou sluzieb, maloobchodu, pracovnych ¢i inych prilezitosti. V doésledku vécsich
vzdialenosti a komplikovanej dopravy sa Cast’ suburbannych matiek vzdava svojej kariéry
alebo zniZuje svoje pracovné Standardy pracou na ¢iasto¢ny uvazok, pripadne pracou blizko
domu za sucasnej akceptacie nizsieho prijmu alebo menej kvalifikovanej pozicie. Viaceré
studie upozornuju na skutoCnost’, Ze praca manzela je v paroch vnimana ako dolezitejSia.
V pripadoch, ked’ si matky takéto obmedzenia nemézu dovolit’, pripadné nechct obetovat
svoju kariéru, st Casto nitené dochadzat’ na vécsie vzdialenosti a zaroven sa starat’ o deti,
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v doésledku coho celia naronym Casovym rozvrhom. Z hladiska casovo-priestorovych
vzorcov mozno konstatovat, ze matky maju komplexnejSie ¢asovo-priestorové rozvrhy ako
muzi a bezdetné Zeny, nizsiu Casovo-priestorovu flexibilitu, viac fragmentované casovo-
priestorové vzorce (v zmysle sekvencie viacerych ciest a aktivit poCas dna) a mensSie prie-
story aktivit koncentrované na miesto bydliska. Vo viacgeneraénych domacnostiach (kde
dochadza k pomoci od ostatnych ¢lenov rodiny) st ¢asovo-priestorové a dopravné obme-
dzenia matiek zmiernené. Osamelé matky, naopak, celia mimoriadnemu ¢asovému tlaku.
Spomedzi sposobov dopravy matky Casto preferujii osobny automobil, pretoze im umoziu-
je efektivne riesit’ vyzvy vyplyvajuce z ich komplikovanych ¢asovo-priestorovych rozvr-
hov. Osobny automobil vSak nema kazda matka k dispozicii. Viaceré §tadie poukazali na
fakt, Ze v pripade existencie len jedného automobilu v domacnosti je jeho prioritnym uziva-
telom muz a Zena ziskava ur¢ité vyhody az po zaobstarani druhého vozidla. Zeny su Castej-
Sie nez muzi zamerané na Setrenie financii a bezpecnost’ alebo su dokonca presvedcené, ze
nie st schopné jazdit’ pre ich rodovi prislusnost. Dopravné skusenosti suburbannych ma-
tiek sa liSia naprie¢ krajinami a regionmi. To stvisi s odliSnou kultirou, historiou, politic-
kou situaciou, ideologiou ¢i Groviiou vyvoja spolo¢nosti. Rolu hraju aj rozdiely vo velkosti
a veku suburbii, ich funkénej a morfologickej Struktiire. Na druhej Girovni prehl'adu boli
vybrané len tie prace, ktoré sa sustredili konkrétne na suburbanne matky a ich dopravné
spravanie a/alebo vylucenie. Analyzovanych bolo desat’ §tudii v tematickych oblastiach:
rodinne-orientované témy s osobitnym zretelom na rodicovstvo a vychovu deti, Giloha rasy
a rodu v dochadzani do prace a suburbanne skusenosti zien na ré6znych urovniach emanci-
pacie.

Osem z desiatich skimanych prac sa predmetnej téme venovalo len ¢iastocne. Pri po-
hl'ade na dve studie, ktoré sa primarne zamerali na t¢ému dopravného vylucenia/dopravnych
skusenosti suburbannych matiek, Blumen (2000) uskuto¢nila rozhovory s obmedzenou
vzorkou (matky vys$Sej strednej triedy), zatial' co Dowling (2000) skiimala vylu¢ne matky
cestujuce osobnym automobilom. Napokon, v 2iadnej z desiatich analyzovanych stadii ne-
boli zohl'adnené hodnotové systémy Jednothvcov ¢i prebiehajuce spoloc¢enské zmeny (napr.
home office, sekularizacia a s tym suvisiaca zmena pohl'adu na tlohu rodiny, netiplné rodi-
ny ako novy Standard atd’.). Tieto otazky by mali byt’ Studované v réznych kultarnych kon-
textoch. Navrhy pre buduici vyskum st nasledovné:

1. Je potrebné uskutocnit’ empiricky vyskum zaoberajici sa dopravnym spravanim
a/alebo vylticenim suburbannych matiek bez obmedzenia socialno ekonomického zazemia
participantiek ¢i ich sposobu dopravy. Tymto sposobom by bolo mozné porovnat’ rdzne
skupiny matiek (napr. uzivatel’ky osobnych automobilov vs. ostatné matky) a ziskat’ realis-
tickejsi pohl'ad na suburbannu mobilitu.

2. Vyskum je potrebné uskuto¢nit’ vo viacerych regionoch a krajinach, ked’ze je v stcas-
nosti obmedzeny len na niekol’ko krajin sveta. V niektorych pripadoch navyse nie je potreb-
né ohranicovat’ oblast’ vyskumu na zaklade statnych hranic. Vyskum je mozné uskuto¢nit
aj v cezhrani¢nych sidelnych systémoch a tym odhalit’ motivacie stahovania sa do tychto
lokalit a vyzvy, ako aj prekazky v mobilite matiek.

3. Autori mdézu zvazit pouzitie kombinacie kvantitativnych a kvalitativnych udajov
v jedinej empirickej studii. Tymto spdsobom by bolo mozné nielen vykonat’ validnu Statis-
ticka analyzu, ale aj doplnit’ vysledky o explanaciu podlozent datami. Zaroven by sa vSak
kvalitativne data nemali tykat’ len rozhodovacich procesov, ale aj hodnotovych orientacii
matiek.

4. Buduci vyskum by mal zvazit zmeny a nové trendy v spolo¢nosti. Ako priklady moz-
no uviest’ éru, kedy home office ktory v mnohych povolaniach zacal prevladat pocas pan-
démie COVID-19, ¢i meniace sa ndzory na usporiadanie a dynamiku rodiny.
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