FOLIA GEOGRAPHICA - 155N 1336-6157 (hard copy) * ISSN 2454-1001 (online)

GEOGRAPHIA EST VIA VITAE: THE SLOVAK ANABASIS
OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK ANTHROPOGEOGRAPHER
JIRI KRAL (1893-1975)

| René MATLOVIC**, Kvetoslava MATLOVICOVA &

Received: January 16,2023 | Revised: May 5, 2023 | Accepted: May 12, 2023
Paper No. 23-65/1-672

Abstract

Professor Jifi Kral was, together with Viktor Dvorsky, one of the most important
founders of Czechoslovak anthropogeography. This Prague native and son of
the eminent Czech philologist Josef Kral studied Slavic philology, history and
geography at the Charles University in Prague. His primary research interests
were in the field of literary history and geography of Slavic countries. He worked
briefly as a high school professor and in 1919 took up a position as an assistant
to Professor Vaclav Svambera at the Geographical Institute of Charles University
in Prague. In 1924 he was habilitated and in 1929 he filled a vacant post at the
Comenius University in Bratislava after the departure of Frantiek Stdla. In this
paper, we will discuss his stay in Bratislava in 1929-1938, which turned out to
be the culminating period of his academic career. Krdl was an enthusiastic
geographer who was not afraid to open new research agendas in accordance
with his personal motto “Geographia est via vitae”. However, his journey through
life was an anabasis, i.e. full of hardships in overcoming various obstacles and
problems. He had very difficult relations in the academic community and in the
following period faced multiple persecutions and early retirement as a result of
the rise of the totalitarian regimes of Nazism and Communism. Despite formal
rehabilitation in 1966, he was not allowed to resume full participation in academic
life. In this paper we will discuss in more detail the pedagogical, research and
organizational activities of J. Kral during his time in Bratislava. Based on a detailed
study of archival materials, we will highlight some of his lesser-known initiatives.
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INTRODUCTION

Along with Viktor Dvorsky, Jifi Kral is one of the important founders of Czechoslovak
anthropogeography. This year marks the 130th anniversary of the anniversary of
his birth. Kral was an enthusiastic geographer who was not afraid to open new
research agendas in accordance with his personal motto “Geographia est via vitae”
Until now, his personality has not received systematic attention. References to his
work can be found in more broadly focused works on the history of geography
and geographic departments in Czechoslovakia (Haufler 1967, Carpathians, Slavik
2014, Martinek 2010, 2017, Matlovi¢ 2008, 2018, Matlovi¢, Matlovi¢cova 2018,
Matlovi¢ova, Matlovic¢ 2019, Travnicek 1984). The most detailed data can be found
in entries of biographical dictionaries (e.g. Martinek 2008, pp. 128-130, Martinek et
Martinek 1998, pp. 253-254) and in medallions on the occasion of life anniversaries
(Kor¢ak 1968, 1973, Luknis 1974).

The aim of this paper is to provide a comprehensive picture of his activities
and their effects during his service at Comenius University in Bratislava in 1929-
1938. The presented knowledge is based not only on the study of secondary
sources, but was obtained on the basis of detailed research in the archives - the
Archives of Comenius University in Bratislava (ACU'), the Literary Archive of the
Slovak National Library in Martin (LA)? and the Masaryk Institute - Archives of the
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic in Prague (AAS)3. We consider the
present paper to be a suitable model example illustrating the complexity of the
situation, in which the establishment of geography as a university discipline at
Comenius University took place. Throughout the whole period it was a struggle for

1 The following fonds were the subject of research in the Archives of Comenius University
in Bratislava (ACU): the fonds of the Faculty of Arts of Comenius University, Minutes of the
Professors Meetings A1 1921-1938, the personal fond of Jiti Kral, the fonds of the Geographical
Seminar, the fonds of the Rectorate of CU - List of persons and institutes and state examination
commissions and list of lectures for the winter and summer semesters, issued by Academic
Senate of Comenius University. These fonds contain a number of documents relating to
the running of the department. An important source of information are the minutes of the
meetings of the professors at the Faculty of Arts and documentation concerning the efforts to
establish a lectureship in military geography. There is also J. Kral's personal collection, which
contains personal and official correspondence, appointment decrees, documents relating to
the proposal for his appointment as full professor and bibliographical summaries

2 In the Literary Archive of the Slovak National Library in Martin (LA) there is in the fond Bokes
Frantisek (1906-1968), sign. 137) the correspondence of F. Bokes with J.Kral.

3 The Masaryk Institute - Archives of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic in Prague
(AAS) holds the personal collection of Jifi Kral, which contains documents in 59 boxes. There
are personal documents, personal and official correspondence, manuscripts of scientific,
professional and popular articles, separates, clippings from contemporary press, biographical
and bibliographical summaries, personal notes, documents concerning other persons, texts
of lectures. The collection has not been processed, there is an accession protocol only.
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its existence, especially in the clash with historians. For a better understanding, we
also present the vicissitudes that Kral went through.

BEFORE COMING TO BRATISLAVA

Jifi Krdl was born on 31 October 1893 in Prague. He grew up with his two siblings
in Prague’s Vinohrady (Ménesova Street) in the family of prof. Josef Krél (1853-
1917) and Anna, nee. Sychravova. He grew up in an intellectually stimulating
environment that belonged to the Czech elite. His father was a classical philologist
and translator from ancient literature. In 1909-10 he was the rector of the Czech
Charles-Ferdinand University. The fact that he was buried in the Slavin - pantheon
of important personalities of Czech national culture at the Vy3ehrad cemetery -
is a symbolic expression of his important social position. His mother was the
daughter of Ferdinand Sychrava, a fighter for Czech Jihlava. These facts not only
predetermined the young Krél's professional career, but also influenced his values,
expectations and attitudes. His writings preserved in the archives show that
he was extremely active, ambitious, very demanding and critical, which quite
often brought him many complications in his interpersonal relationships and
professional activities.

In 1904-1912 he successfully graduated from a classical grammar school.
In 1912-1916 he studied Czech language, history and geography at the Czech
Charles-Ferdinand University. Geography was provided by prof. V. Svambera, prof.
J.V. Danes$ and doc. V. Dvorsky in that period. It was at this time that the Institute
of Geography acquired premises in a new building in Prague’s Albertov district
(Haufler 1967, p. 115). In 1914-1916 Kral worked as a librarian in the Slavonic
Seminar of the Faculty of Arts. After the death of his father, he worked briefly as
a tutor in the family of the landowner Harrach. In 1917-1920 he was a teacher at
the Second State Real School in Prague-Vinohrady. At the same time, he devoted
himself mainly to the study of Slavic languages. Professionally, he devoted
himself to literary history, from which he received his doctorate in 1917. In 1920
he accepted the offer of prof. Svambera and took up a position as an assistant at
the Geographical Institute of Charles University, which became vacant with the
departure of V. Dvorsky to the College of Commerce. In his later memoirs he stated
that he preferred this offer to the lucrative offer of the Harrach family to accompany
Jan Harrach to England®.

After joining the Institute of Geography at Charles University, he began to work
on the geography of Slavic countries at the instigation of Svambera. He made
several study trips to universities in Bulgaria, Poland and Belgrade, from which he
brought valuable scientific literature to the Institute’s library. These efforts resulted

4 AAS Prague, Personal Papers, Fond Jifi Kral
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in his habilitation in 1924 in the field of geography of Slavic countries. This also
influenced the focus of his teaching activities. The Ministry allowed substituting
lectures in the geography of Slavic countries for 3 hours a week, which created the
conditions for the establishment of a separate chair for the geography of Slavic
countries in Prague (Kral 1936e, p. 2). Krdl provided lectures in several subjects -
Introduction to the Geography of Slavic Countries, Bulgaria, Subcarpathian Rus,
Anthropogeography of the Southern Slavs, Natural Areas of the Czechoslovak
Republic, Economic Geography of the Czechoslovak Republic, European Russia,
and from 1927 he also headed one of the departments of the geographical pro-
seminar®. Kral also reflected on the teaching of the geography of Slavic countries in
two review articles (Kral 1926d, 1936e).

Research activities were predetermined by Svambera’s assignment to carry
out field research in Slovakia and Subcarpathian Rus. Kral went to the High Tatras
for the first time in 1919, and in the following years he made research trips to
various localities. He focused in particular on research in sparsely populated and
developed rural areas, with a view to studying pastoralism in the Carpathian
Mountains in Subcarpathian Rus. The French geographer E. de Martonne’s 1904 ,La
vie pastorale et la transhumance dans le Carpathes meridionales in Romania/ Pastoral
life and transhumance in the Southern Carpathians in Romania” and the eminent
Polish geographer L. Sawicki’s 1911 ,Wedrdwki pasterskie w Karpatach/Wanderings
in the Carpathian Mountains" were the impetus for these investigations and the
methodological inspiration for them (Korc¢ak 1968). From 1924, Kral was a member
of the Slavic Commission for Research on Pastoralism in the Carpathians and the
Balkans. This commission was initiated at the First Congress of Slavic geographers
and ethnographers in Prague. This congress was held on the initiative of the
eminent Serbian geographer J. Cviji¢, who had already proposed it to the Slavic
geographers during the International Geographical Congress in 1913 in Rome.
The congress was organised only after a delay of more than ten years. Kral became
involved in the work of the commission immediately after its establishment, during
a scientific excursion of the participants. In the following years he headed the
Czechoslovak section of the commission. Thanks to this, he became part of the
network of international cooperation (Kral 1928e), and he cooperated particularly
intensively with W. Kubijowicz. In 1926 he carried out field research on Hutsul
settlements together with the Ukrainian geographer S. Rudnycky. Kral repeatedly
reported on the results of the work of the Czechoslovak section of the Commission
at congresses and in review articles (e.g. Kral 1929d, 1930e, 1961a). Kral’s greatest
contribution in this period was his work on Subcarpathian Rus. He prepared
a very detailed bibliographical survey of the state of research on this territory,
which he later updated (Kral 1923a, 1928a). He assessed the state of knowledge

5 AAS Prague, Personal Papers, Fond Jifi Kral
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in several review articles (Kral 1924c, 1930d, 1935, 1938a). He also published
several studies on the settlement of Subcarpathian Rus (Kral 1923c, 1926b),
shepherding and pastoral life (Krdl 1925b, 1928b, 1929a), the regionalisation
of Subcarpathian Rus into production areas and natural agricultural areas (Kral
1924b), as well as a comprehensive work on Subcarpathian Rus (Krdl 1924a). In
particular, his synthetic studies on the settlement and economic use of several
mountain territories in Subcarpathian Rus - Chorna Hora (Kral 1923b), Polonina
Rivna (Kral 1925a) and Svidovets (1927a) - are considered to be a very valuable
contribution. Kral also reacted to the establishment of the new state and prepared
a geographical guidebook on Czechoslovakia (Kral 1921), and was also involved in
the creation of the first tourist guides on Czechoslovakia, which were published
in English and German (Kral 1928c, 1928d). He also edited a collection of essays
dedicated to the jubilee of V. Svambera (Krél 1926a).

In 1929 this stage of Kral's professional career came to an end, as he left
Prague for Bratislava to attend Comenius University. In his later memoirs, Kral is
quite critical of his departure for Bratislava. He regretted that he could not devote
himself to the geography of the Slavic countries to such an extent. He attributed
his departure to the tactical manoeuvres of Svambera, who, in his opinion, was
only a cameral geographer with no experience of field research. Kral, stressing
the need for field research, was therefore reportedly disgusted with him and so
sent him to Bratislava instead. However, other documents show that Svambera
had a favourable attitude towards him. The best evidence of this is the favourable
opinion and recommendation, which Svambera prepared at the request of the
commission for the appointment of J. Kral as a full professor of antropogeography
at the Comenius University in Bratislava in 1933°.

KRAL AT COMENIUS UNIVERSITY IN BRATISLAVA

From the overview so far, it is clear that Kral came to Comenius University already
as a profiled and internationally accepted scientific and pedagogical personality.
His arrival in Bratislava triggered a chain of events. At the beginning of March 1929
V. Dvorsky had a stroke during his business trip in London. The consequences
were so severe that he could no longer continue his work as a professor at the
College of Commerce in Prague. Frantidek Stlila, who had been working at
Comenius University since 1925, took over the post vacated by him. He was the
first full professor of general geography appointed on the basis of a proposal
from Comenius University. Paradoxically, his appointment took place on 30 April
1929, i.e. already in the time when it was obvious that his tenure in Bratislava
was over (Matlovi¢, Matlovi¢ovd 2022). The announced departure of Stila to

6  AAS Prague, Personal Papers, Fond Jifi Kral
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Prague was already addressed by the professorial board of the Faculty of Arts of
the Comenius University in Bratislava at its meeting on 13 March 1929, when it
approved a commission to fill the vacant professorial chair composed of K. Chotek,
F. Stlila and V. Chaloupecky. On the basis of the proposal of this commission, the
professorial board, at its meeting on 15 May 1929, approved the proposal for the
appointment of Jifi Kral' as an extraordinary professor of anthropogeography at
Comenius University’. On 10 October 1929, the Ministry of Education and National
Enlightenment entrusted Kral with substituting lectures in geography in Bratislava
for 8 hours a week as well as with holding relevant exercises. Soon President
T.G. Masaryk on 23. 10. 1929 appointed J. Kral as an extraordinary professor of
anthropogeography at the Faculty of Arts of Comenius University (decree issued
on 27th November 1929), which finally resolved the situation of the vacant
professor’s chair®. J. Krdl first attended the meeting of the professorial board on
20th November 1929, where he made a proposal on behalf of the absent prof.
Chotek to appoint a commission for the habilitation proceedings of J. Hromadka
(composed of Chotek, Stdla, Kral).

Kral as director and organizer
In 1929, Kral took over the management of the Geographical Seminar °and the
Geographical Proseminar from Stdla. He was a very agile director. According to the
surviving correspondence and other documents, he worked tirelessly to improve
its spatial, personnel and material conditions. Practically from the beginning,
however, he encountered problems and the hostility of his colleagues, especially
historians. For several years he was unable to resolve the official takeover of the
Geographical Seminar’s inventory, entering into conflicts over this. For example,
at a meeting of the professorial board on 29 January 1936, his announcement that
he no longer intended to serve as director of the Geographical Seminar and the
Geographical Proseminar was discussed. He justified this on the grounds that he
had been exercising it for more than 6 years without proper appointment by the
Ministry and without renumeration, and he asked the Dean'’s Office to take over
the responsibility for the management of the Geographical Seminar. However, the
professorial board did not accept this. Finally, it was not until 1937 that a proper
takeover of the Geographical Seminar was completed'®.

Kral also sought to expand the staff of the department. In 1930, as a member
of the commission, he participated in the habilitation of J. Hromadka, who

7  ACU Bratislava, Fond Faculty of Arts, minutes of the professorial board 1921-1939

8 ACU Bratislava, Personal fond of Jiti Kral

9 Geographical seminar was a basic institutional unit, which delivered geographic education
and research at the Faculty of Arts Comenius University

10 ACU Bratislava, Fond Faculty of Arts, sign. 80.
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subsequently began to work at the Geographical Seminar as a private associate
professor. During his stay in Paris in 1931-1932, Kral arranged for some subjects
to be taught by his Prague colleagues V.J. Novék and K. Kuchat. The Geographical
Seminar was struggling with a shortage of additional support staff. Initially, Kral
had at his disposal the scientific auxiliary asistants of V. Mafikova (1929-1932) and J.
Hubacek (1932-1934). In the following years, due to cuts in the financial endowment,
even this position could not be filled. It was not until 1937 that F. Patoprsty (1937-
1938) began to help out, and after him came F. Toporcer (1938-1940) (Matlovic
2018, p. 165). Due to the aforementioned unfavourable financial situation and
the lack of students, the private associate professor docent J. Hromadka did not
hold classes in some semesters (e.g. in 1937), which put an even heavier burden
on Kral. He tried to stabilize the situation in terms of personnel and agreed to the
division of the Geographical Seminar into the Seminar for Physical Geography and
the Seminar for Anthropogeography, which actually took place already in 1936 and
was formally confirmed by the Ministry in 1938. J. Hromadka became the director
of the Seminar for Physical Geography and J. Kral continued as the director of the
Geographical Proseminar and the Seminar for Anthropogeography. In 1938, Kral
was instrumental in getting J. Hromadka appointed as an extraordinary professor
of physical geography (Matlovi¢ 2018, p. 174).

The Geographical Seminar also struggled with problems of space and material
equipment during this period. At the time of J. Kral’s arrival, it was housed in the
Gymnasium building at 33 Dunajska Street, in a side wing facing Reichardova
(now Rajskad) Street. Immediately after his arrival, Kral successfully applied for the
establishment of a photographic chamber. In 1930 the lecture room was taken away
from the seminar. In 1931, Krdl demanded new facilities for the seminar, but in the
end he had to vacate the premises to the Gymnasium in the summer and for half
a year the seminar was in a state of stopgap. From 1932, the premises on the first
floor of the courtyard wing of the Municipal Savings Bank building at 22 Republic
Square (now SNP Square) were made available to the seminar. The conditions were
not satisfactory and the Krél often complained. Finally, in 1937, after a water main
failure caused the premises to flood, it was possible to obtain premises for the
Geographical Seminar in the building at 32b Reichardova Street (now 12 Rajska
Street) opposite its original seat in the Gymnasium building (Martinek 2017, pp.
224-5). These premises housed the geography department until 1986.

Kral tried to solve the inadequate state of the library by founding the edition
“Geographical Works-Les Travaux géographiques”, in which 13 volumes were
published in 1930-1938. He took great pains to secure financial support for
this publishing activity, publishing many of the works from his own funds. He
exchanged these publications for foreign literature with many universities,
geographical societies and editorial offices around the world, thus enriching the
Bratislava geographical library immeasurably.
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Kral's organisational activities were also related to the work of the Czechoslovak
Geographical Society. Together with V. Dédina, he initiated the 1st Congress
of Czechoslovak Geographers in 1930 in Brno and was the main organizer
(together with Hromadka and Zibrita) of the 2nd Congress of Czechoslovak
Geographers in Bratislava in October 1933, which was attended by 114 experts,
featured 63 papers in 4 sections and included an exhibition of student papers
and maps and 3 excursions. At this event, Kral presented a paper entitled ‘The
latest anthropogeographical maps of Slovakia and Subcarpathian Rus, in which he
presented nine anthropogeographical maps. His aim was to show the different
possibilities of cartographic interpretation of individual anthropogeographic
phenomenas. In his later memoirs, the Kral complained about various obstacles in
the organisation of this event, which was originally supposed to take place in 1932.
He even mentioned Hromadka, who allegedly sabotaged the preparation of the
congress''.

Kral was instrumental in the development of international cooperation. One
of his closest collaborators was the Polish-Ukrainian geographer W. Kubijowicz
from Cracow, with whom he made joint field research in the Carpathian Mountains
(Borzhava). Kral invited him to Bratislava for a lecture in March 1930. Kubijowicz
gave two lectures - the first on the spread of cultures and folkways in Slovakia and
Subcarpathian Rus and the second on the main types of pastoral life in Slovakia)
(Matlovi¢ 2018, p. 171). As part of the Geographical works series, Kubijowicz
published three volumes: ‘Participation of the inhabitants of Spi$ in pastoral
life'(vol. 3, 1932), ‘Pastoral life in Subcarpathian Rus. I” (vol. 8, 1935), “Pastoral Life
in Subcarpathian Rus. II” (vol. 10, 1937). Another monograph on pastoral life in
Slovakia, which was already ready for printing, could not be published, because
lack of finance (Matlovic¢ 2018, p. 171).

Pedagogical activity

Kral taught at the Comenius University in Bratislava for 19 semesters. He taught
a full range of core courses: General Physical Geography, Introduction to Human
Geography, General Economic Geography, Geographical Seminar, Geographical
Proseminar, Field Exercises and Excursions. He also introduced new subjects
not provided by his predecessors: Geography of Trade, Geography of World
Transport, People and Mountains, Geography of Rural Settlements, Regional
Geography of Australia and Oceania, Geography of Poland, Geography of Bulgaria,
Geography of the European part of the Soviet Union, Geography of Eastern
Europe, Anthropogeography of the Czechoslovak Republic, Natural Areas of
Czechoslovakia. He emphasized new publications and maps in his seminars and
devoted some semesters to the analysis of specific geographical monographs by

11 AAS Prague, Personal Papers, Fond Jifi Kral
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P. Deffontaines “La vie forestiére en Slovaquie” and W. Kubijowicz “Pastoral Life in
Subcarpathian Rus”. Kral was also instrumental in expanding the range of courses
to include a cartography course, which was provided by J. Hromadka, with K.
Kuchaf substituting in his absence. One of the most important students of J. Kral
was Frantisek Bokes (1906-1968), who in 1943 became the first director of the
Geographical Institute of the Slovak Academy of Sciences and Arts (Matlovicova,
Matlovi¢ 2019, p. 78). Kral maintained contact with Bokes until his death, as
evidenced by their correspondence from 1966-1968'%. Kral was also concerned
with issues of geographical education and its support in the form of textbooks,
maps, atlases and other aids (Kral 1933a, 1936d).

Scientific research activity

Kral partly continued the focus of his scientific research activities, which he carried
outin Prague. As pointed out by M. Luknis (1974, p. 67), Kral significantly influenced
the fate of geography not only at Comenius University, but also in the whole of
Slovakia.

His first research domain was the research on the occasional settlements and
pastoral life in the Carpathian Mountains with special regard to Subcarpathian
Rus, which he carried out in the spirit of the French school of regional geography
of P. Vidal de la Blache. The main results include a three-volume interdisciplinary
monograph on Borzhava - a mountain area in the Eastern Carpathians, which Kral
prepared with several experts - W. Kubijowicz, A. Hilitzer, L. Jonas, K. Kuchaf, M.
Maloch, A. Matéjka, E. Perfeckij. Kral contributed to this work with chapters on local
places names, pastoral life (together with Kubijowicz), settlement development,
occasional and permanent urban and rural settlement units, unoccupied buildings,
rural and mixed rural-urban permanent settlements, and characteristics of the
main settlement districts of the Borzhava area (Hilitzer et al. 1932, Kral et al. 1933,
Kral 1936a). A fourth volume was also in preparation, which was to be devoted to
the population and economic land use and transport of the Borzhava area (Krél
19364, p. 3).

The second research domain was the questions of anthropogeographical
research of Slovakia and Subcarpathian Rus. Among the main outputs was a study
on the state of natural history and anthropogeographical research in Slovakia
(Kral 1930b). In it, Krél clearly inventoried the results and status of research on
the natural environment of Slovakia according to its individual components. He
limited himself to a list of researchers and institutions that carried out this research.
He described anthropogeographical research in more detail. He considered
Slovakia to be a very suitable area of interest. He justified this by the existence of
relatively isolated small areas that had not yet been exposed to foreign influence,

12 LA Martin, Personal Fond Bokes Frantisek
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where many anthropogeographical curiosities could be found. He was looking
for analogies with geomorphological research, which in Slovakia finds relatively
distinct units suitable for monographic research. Kral also pays special attention to
the results of the work of W. Kubijowicz and J. Pohl and announces his own research
programme aimed at anthropogeographical monographs of some natural areas.
In the next part of the study he presents the works of foreign authors that can
serve as methodological inspiration for research in Slovakia. In the case of J. Cviji¢,
he appreciated his emphasis on field research. French geographers P. Vidal de la
Blache, J. Brunhes and P. Deffontaines provided models for the development of
regional monographs of small areas. In the case of Brunhes, he also mentioned
his recommendation to investigate place names, which are a similar tool for the
anthropogeographer as fossils are for the geologist. Among other authors, he
mentioned L. Sawicki and V. Dvorsky. Kral then discusses the characteristics of
two ways of conducting research. The first relies on secondary sources, mainly the
results of research in related disciplines and the study of maps. The second method
relies on collecting primary data directly in the field. In addition to observation, he
identified interviewing as an effective method. Consequently, it assumes either an
analytical orientation resulting in a deep knowledge of a partial phenomenon or
a synthetic orientation which may result in a monographic works of a particular
area. Within these considerations, in a footnote, he also reflects on the problem
of the inconsistent and chaotic understanding of the division of the Carpathian
territory into natural areas of their nomenclature in contemporary literature.
Another problem he has pointed out is the fragmentation and dispersion of
research activities on initiatives into many institutional units - the Committee for
Research on Slovakia and Subcarpathian Rus and institutes of Charles University in
Prague, the Commission for Research on the Tatra Mountains and their immediate
areas and institutes of Masaryk University in Brno, the Safarik Learned Society,
institutes of Comenius University and the Society of the Homeland Museum
of Slovakia in Bratislava, the Slovak Matica and the Slovak Museum Society in
Turciansky St. Martin. According to Kral, it would be necessary for these scholars
to join forces and produce a joint synthetic monographic work on Slovakia (Kral
1930b, pp. 344-6). According to archival materials, Kral worked on two monographs
in 1934-1938 - Anthropogeography of the Tur¢ianska kotlina/ Tur¢ianska Basin and
Anthropogeography of the Malé Karpaty/Small Carpathians. He was unable to
complete either due to his forced departure to Prague at the end of 1938.

The third important domain of his research interests was the question of
the division of the Carpathian Mountains and the territory of the Czechoslovak
Republic. He began to address the problem of the delimitation of the natural areas
of the Czechoslovak Carpathians as early as 1922 and 1923 in discussions with the
botanist K. Domin, to whom he presented the first rough and provisional proposal
for the delimitation and naming of these areas. Subsequently, as early as 1925, at
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a meeting of the Czechoslovak Geographical Society in Prague, he proposed that
attention should be paid to unifying the location, delimitation and naming of the
larger mountain groups in Slovakia and Subcarpathian Rus. He reopened the issue
at the 2nd Congress of Slavic Geographers and Ethnographers in Poland in 1927,
and he also reported on it at the 1st Congress of Czechoslovak Geographers in
1930 in Brno and in the same year at the 3rd Congress of Slavic Geographers and
Ethnographers in Ljubljana. His speech provoked a rather rich discussion, which
resulted in the draft of another resolution prepared by J. Kral and F. Kolacek. Kral
then expanded his report with several suggestions by J. Moscheles and published
it as a separate study (Kral 1930a). The study begins with a definition of the term
natural area, by which he understood an internally relatively homogeneous part of
the Earth’s surface separated from other neighbouring parts by distinct orographic
boundaries. In addition, a definition is given of a cultural (sociological) area as a unit
formed from a natural area by social and cultural coexistence with natural forces.
While he regarded natural areas as static, he attributed a dynamic character to
cultural areas. He considered transport flows as a key element in their delimitation
and also assumed different hierarchical levels of cultural areas. He considered the
work of the British geographer C.B. Fawcett to be a methodologically inspiring
attempt to define cultural areas. The study continues with a review of previous
attempts to subdivide the Carpathians. He then describes his own methodological
approach. His regionalisation was based on natural conditions, taking into account
anthropogeographical elements. In the empirical part, he presents the delimitation
of 41 natural areas grouped into 10 higher order units with a corresponding map
(Kral 1930a). Two years later he prepared a study of the natural areas of the western
part of Czechoslovakia (Kral 1932). This study provoked critical reviews by F. Kolacek
and F. Rikovsky. Kola¢ek pointed out, for example, that the orographic subdivision
of the Moravian-Silesian landscape was made for the Commission for Local
Nomenclature on the basis of his 1931 report, and the subdivision of the Czech
landscape on the basis of V. Dédinu and V.J. Novak from 1932, which essentially
accused Kral of plagiarism (Kola¢ek 1933). Kral reacted to this criticism (Kral 1933e).
He then invited Hromadka, as a geologist and geomorphologist, to work together
on a new proposal. This was prepared in 1933 in 50 pages, but was not published.
Kral also collaborated with Polish and Ukrainian geographers on this subdivision
and discussed it several times with J. Moscheles and also with V.J. Novak'.

Kral also dealt with other issues. Drawing inspiration from the works of P.
Deffontaines on seasonally employed craftsmen and tradesmen in Slovakia,
he investigated the life of Bulgarian gardeners in the vicinity of Bratislava (Kral
1936b). He also compiled a geographical handbook on the Czechoslovak Repubilic,
which was published in Belgrade (Kral 1933d). He also began to devote himself
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to the geographical study of rural settlements (Kral 1934, 1936¢, 1938b). He also
reviewed research in Bulgaria and the contribution of Bulgarian scientists for the
development of geography (Krdl 1933¢, 1938d). He also continued to produce
tourist guides (Kral 19369).

In addition to publications, he reported the results of his scientific activity
at national and international congresses. At the First Congress of Czechoslovak
Geographers in 1930 in Brno, he presented a paper on the new division of the
Czechoslovak Carpathians. At the Third Congress of Slavic geographers and
ethnographers in 1930 in Ljubljana, he presented a report on the activities of the
Czechoslovak section of the Slavic Commission for Research on Pastoral Life in the
Carpathians and the Balkans. At the 2nd Congress of Czechoslovak Geographers in
1933 in Bratislava he reported on the latest anthropogeographical maps of Slovakia
and Subcarpathian Rus. He gave two papers at the 3rd Congress of Czechoslovak
Geographers in 1935 in Pilsen. The first was on the study of rural settlements in
Czechoslovakia and the second was on geography in secondary school textbooks.
At the 4th Congress of Czechoslovak Geographersin 1937 in Olomouc, he presented
his thoughts on the immediate tasks of anthropogeography in Czechoslovakia.
At the 15th International Geographical Congress in 1938 in Amsterdam, he
gave a paper in German entitled “Die Durchforschung des Hirtenlebens in den
Tschechoslowakisches Karpathen”/ The Pastoral Life Research in the Czechoslovak
Carpathians™.

Expertise for practice

In addition to his purely academic activities, Kral was also engaged in expertise for
practice. Later, he also wrote on this topic about the need for the development of
applied geography (Kral 1945, 1949).

In 1938, he submitted to the Ministry of National Defence a conceptual proposal
of two alternatives for the construction of a hydroelectric dam on the Hnilec River
near the village of Dedinky and for the diversion of water through an underground
pipeline to the Slana basin for the Dobsina hydroelectric power plant. In the same
year, for the Bata company, he prepared a conceptual proposal for the construction
of an artificial lake in the High Tatras by flooding the former moraine lake below
Kamzik on the Studeny Potok river in the two-stage alternative with a pumping
hydroelectric power plant. In 1948 he repeatedly submitted this proposal to the
State Planning and Statistical Office in Bratislava.

On the basis of the request of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, J. Kral was to
prepare a revision of the delimitation plan of the Catholic dioceses in Slovakia and
Subcarpathian Rus, which had been prepared by FrantiSek Machat, and possibly to
prepare a new revised proposal. In the period March-September 1938, he drew up
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a provisional proposal for the delimitation of the dioceses, taking into account the
comments of church dignitaries and also the national conditions in the dioceses.

THE MAIN KRAL'S STRUGGLES DURING HIS STAY IN BRATISLAVA

The issue of housing

Kral was the first Czech professor of geography at Comenius University who
undertook to move to Bratislava. His predecessors J. V. Dane$ and F. Stlla were so-
called “suitcase professors” who commuted to Bratislava for two and three days
a week, respectively. However, he had a condition that the apartment should be
cheap and reasonable. In Prague, he lived in a four-room apartment that belonged
to his father-in-law. In Bratislava, he first gave his residence on Hradobna Street.
Later he was given an apartment in the professor’s house at 2 Dankovského
Street. At the same time, he was reimbursed for his moving expenses. Soon,
however, Krdl complained in letters about the disproportionate increase in rent (by
30 % on 1 October 1932 and by a further 30 % on 1 April 1933) in the flat in the
professor’s house at 2 Dankovského Street and asked for the possibility of moving
back to Prague and subsequent reimbursement of travel expenses on the Prague-
Bratislava route. He also complained about the high prices in Bratislava, which was
the most expensive city in the whole of Czechoslovakia. He documented his income
and expenses in great detail and argued that his family budget was unsustainable.
He also pointed out that he still had to travel to Prague on business, particularly
to access the latest literature, because there was no suitable professional library in
Bratislava and also several disciplines with which he had had contact at the Prague
faculty were not being developed at the Comenius University, which negatively
affected his scientific activities. He also mentioned that he could not count in
the future on his wife’s financial income from renting three apartment buildings
in Prague-Podoli, of which she was a co-owner. There had been a sudden fall in
rents as a result of the economic crisis and the insolvency of several tenants. These
efforts were unsuccessful and Kral lived in the Bratislava apartment until the end
of his stay in Slovakia.

Limiting the field of geography

As director of the Geographical Seminar, Kral faced a significant threat to its
existence. The impetus was a resolution of the professorial board of the Faculty
of Arts on 27 April 1934, which, on the basis of the low number of students and
the financial crisis, proposed to limit it considerably and even contemplated the
abolition of geography as a field of study. A decree of the Ministry of Education
and National Enlightenment of 7 June 1934 subsequently abolished the study
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of geography for future secondary school teachers, leaving only the professional
studies preparing for the rigorous examinations. As a consequence, the financial
subsidy of the Geographical Seminar was reduced, exercises were restricted, the
part-time substitute private assistant professor J. Hromadka was not allowed to
increase his workload, and the assistant post could not be occupied. This was
a paradoxical decision because there was an acute need for secondary school
teachers in Slovakia. The attitude of the Faculty of Arts changed in the autumn of
1934. However, requests for the resumption of teaching studies went unanswered
by the Ministry for a long time. Krél tried to draw attention to the problem. He also
appealed in an article published on 16 February 1936 in the newspaper. In it he
presented arguments in favour of the establishment of a Faculty of Science and
drew attention to the marginal position of geography as the only natural science
department at Comenius University. He emphasised mainly scientific arguments,
linking the need for the development of natural sciences with the needs of
economic practice (Kral 1936f). It was not until 1937 that it was finally possible to
reinstate the study of geography teaching (Martinek 2017, p. 225)'6.

Professorship

The weakened position of geography at Comenius University is illustrated by the
peripeties related to the proposal to appoint Kral as a full professor. At a meeting
on 1 February 1933, the professorial board approved a commission consisting
of prof. Chaloupecky - historian, prof. Klecanda - auxiliary historical sciences and
prof. Kalda - German philologist. Due to the absence of an expert in geography,
the commission requested an opinion from prof. Svambera and also asked for the
opinion of prof. Vitasek and Horak from Brno (who ultimately did not agree to its
publication), Their aim was to evaluate the results of Kral’s work in the period after
his appointment as an extraordinary professor. Svambera sent a positive opinion.
He praised Kral for having already directed his research interests to the eastern
part of the Czechoslovak Republic during his time in Prague. He noted that after
his appointment as an extraordinary professor, he began to devote himself to
the organization of geographical education and research in Slovakia. He pointed
out that in his activities Kral followed a very broadly conceived programme. First,
he undertook a detailed documentation of the state of existing knowledge and
published a bibliography of works on Subcarpathian Rus. This is valuable material
not only for him, but for other researchers dealing with this territory. According
to Svambera, Kral was very familiar with contemporary literature, not only
anthropogeographical, but also more broadly focused. He greatly appreciated
his study on natural history and anthropogeographical research in Slovakia, in
which he rightly pointed out the unsystematic nature of Slovak exploration.
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He appreciated the results of Kral's many years of anthropogeographical research
in mountainous areas. According to Svambera, Kral developed his own research
procedure, although he was undoubtedly inspired by French geographers (he
mentions Arbos). Kral was particularly active in discussions with Polish and French
geographers. Svambera highlighted the fact that Krél regularly reported on the
work of the Slavic Commission for the Study of Pastoralism in the Carpathians and
the Balkans at congresses and other events. According to him, Kral himself had
achieved remarkable results in the study of the Hutsuls in the Marmarosh Alps.
Svambera also pointed out that Krél did not limit himself to anthropogeographical
research on mountain areas, but also devoted himself to the regionalisation of the
territory of Czechoslovakia. This is a challenging issue, especially in relation to the
application of physical and anthropogeographical criteria in the delimitation of
natural and cultural areas. Svambera appreciated the fact that Kral did not base
his proposal for the subdivision only on a good knowledge of the literature and
the study of maps, but also knew the territory from his detailed field research.
He appreciated the fact that, in delimiting the natural areas of the western part
of the Czechoslovak Republic, he had tried to be reasonably proportionate to his
proposed division of the Czechoslovak Carpathians. In his final summing-up, he
highlighted Kral’s diligence, his strictness with himself and his very clear idea of the
definition of geography as a science. Of his style of expression, he said that it was
factual, concise and more akin to the language of the exact sciences'.

The Commission considered the proposal at its meeting on January 22,
1934. It concentrated on the evaluation of the candidate’s performance since his
appointment for extraordinary professor, approved on May 15, 1929. It proceeded
according to the standards agreed upon at the meeting of the seniors of the
various disciplines and subsequently approved by the Faculty of Arts. However, the
members were not unanimous in their evaluation of Kral. Historians Chaloupecky
and Klecanda were convinced that Kral's research activities after 1929 were not
of such a scope or nature as to warrant nominating him for appointment as a full
professor. In their view, Kral’s articles were short, several-page reference papers.
They faulted him for two larger articles, not exceeding 20 pages, which he had co-
authored with W. Kubijowicz. In the three larger articles (Kral 1930a, 1930b, 1932),
it was not possible to identify the author’s own contribution to the production of
original findings. They also pointed out that one of the studies (Kral 1932) provoked
a very critical response in the reviews (Kola¢ek and Rikovsky). They therefore
recommended that the proposal be postponed and that time be allowed for Kral
to show improvement. The third member of the commission, the philologist Kalda
(who was dean at the time), did not share their views. He argued that the favourable
opinion of Svambera should be taken into account. The commission’s proposal was

17 AAS Prague, Personal Papers, Fond Jifi Krdl

54 « Folia Geographica, Volume 65, No. 1, 40-65, (2023)




René MATLOVIC, Kvetoslava MATLOVICOVA

presented to the professorial board at a meeting on January 24, 1934. Professor
Kolar took the floor and objected to the proposal of committee. He reproached the
committee for not taking into account in the proposal another extensive work by
Kral on Czechoslovakia, published in Belgrade, and for not taking into account the
map-making and extensive organisational activities of the applicant. He disputed
the arguments about professional inadequacy by confirming it in the opinion of
Svambera. The appellants, who were not active in the field, should, in his view,
have submitted the opinions of other experts which would have provided suitable
reasoning. He recalled that at the meeting of the professorial board on 17 May 1933
they had announced that they had approached Prof. Vitasek and Horak. Therefore,
Kolaf suggested that the professorial board should agree with the opinion of
Dean Kalda. Chaloupecky, in response, objected to the claim that he was not an
expert and stated that he had drawn up the proposal in accordance with his best
knowledge and conscience. He defended himself on the matter of expertise, citing
his background in anthropogeography. If the Board approved the proposal, he
would exercise a minority veto against it. He then left the meeting. Kolaf countered
that at the time of the discussion of the proposal at the meeting of the seniors
on February 1, 1933, Chaloupecky himself had stated that, in the absence of an
expert on the commission, he recommended that an opinion be solicited from
Prof. Svambera. Klecanda then took the floor and described in detail the results of
Kral's publications, repeating the arguments about their small size and the fact that
several of them were co-authored. Klecanda mentioned that the commission had
also requested private opinions from other experts, but that he could not mention
them because they had not given their consent to their publication. Kolaf rejected
the fact that some of the information could not be known by the board because it
was private and stated that Klecanda had not convinced him that the commission
had considered all aspects of Kral's work and accused him of trying to devalue
Kral's work even more in his statement than the commission had done in its written
proposal. The board then voted first on the committee’s proposal that Kral not be
nominated for appointment as a full professor. There were 15 members present,
7 in favor and 8 against, so the motion did not pass. The board then voted on the
proposal of the third member of the commission, Kalda, that Krél be proposed
for appointment as a full professor. By a vote of 9 to 6, the board approved the
motion. Chaloupecky and Klecanda immediately announced that they would file
a minority vote against the motion, in which they presented arguments against
the appointment of Kral as full professor. Kolai subsequently pointed out that
the minority vote was submitted in violation of the regulations. The Professorial
board|, at a meeting on 14 March 1934, therefore rejected the minority vote and
attached it only as an appendix to the proposal sent to the Ministry'®,
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This, however, was not the end of the obstacles with the appointment. The
Ministry of Education subsequently approached the faculty to see if it would be
possible to extend Kral's professorship to a broader field than anthropogeography.
This proposal was reconsidered by the committee at a meeting on 22 January
1935. The majority (Klecanda and Chaloupecky) were opposed to the extension
of the field (venia docendi); a third member, Kalda, after privately consulting
the question with professors from Charles University Svambera, Dédina, and
Salamon, recommended the extension of the field for Kral on his appointment
as full professor. Finally, President T. G. Masaryk, by a decision of August 21, 1935,
appointed J. Krél as a full professor of anthropogeography at the Faculty of Arts
Comenius University in Bratislava with retroactive effect from 1st July 1935™.

Efforts to establish a lectureship in military geography

In November 1937, Kral began activity with the intention of establishing a lectureship
in military geography. He proposed that compulsory classes in physical and military
education be introduced at Comenius University. He envisaged that military
geography should be compulsory for all students of the university to the extent
of 2-3 hours per week. In the justification of the proposal, he argued that military
geography was one of the most important components of the military education
of youth. He pointed out that in Germany special professorships were being set up
for the subject. He also envisaged the lectureship’s external educational influence
in the wider community. He specifically mentioned the Boy Scouts, physical
education and other organizations serving in the field of military and security
training. Part of Krdl's argumentation in favor of the establishment of the lectorate
included a warning about the limited capacity of the Geographical Seminar and
the overload of its two staff members, including only one professor and a private
associate professor (J. Hromadka), who would not be able to provide instruction
in military geography. His argumentation ends with a warning of the necessity to
quickly ensure the readiness of the population for the defence of the state. With
this proposal, Krdl sought to significantly strengthen the position of the geography
in the structure of Comenius University, taking advantage of the contemporary
context of the militarisation of the economy and society. Krdl subsequently made
great efforts to obtain the approval of the professorial board. He was looking for
a suitable expert who would be willing to accept the position of lecturer. Gradually
he communicated with U. Kolafik, A. Mrzena, S. Andreas and F. Houdek. In the end,
the intention to establish a lectureship in military geography was not realised®. The
turbulent political events in the autumn of 1938, which led to the forced departure
of J. Kral to Prague, contributed to this (Matlovi¢, Matlovicova 2018).
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Forced departure from Slovakia

The turbulent events in the autumn of 1938, especially the signing of the Munich
Agreement and the declaration of Slovak autonomy, created a very unfavourable
atmosphere for the continued stay of Czech professors at Comenius University.
The situation was gradually becoming more serious, which apparently left its mark
on the health of J. Kral, who by letter of 9 November 1938 asked the ministry for
a medical leave of absence. He justified his request on the grounds of his tiring
9-year work for the Comenius University, but also on the suffering brought about by
the actions of some Czech colleagues (he was probably referring to the peripeties
in the approval of a full professorship) as well as the actions taken against him by
the Slovak side at the time. The Ministry granted his request by letter of 1 December
1938 and granted him a proper paid leave until the end of 1938. The Government
of the Slovak Republic, by its decision of 19 December 1938, gave, by agreement
with the central Czechoslovak Government of 12 December 1938, J. Kral (together
with most of the Czech professors at the Comenius University) at the disposal of
the Land of Bohemia and Moravia-Silesia with effect from 31 December 1938. As
aresult, J. Kral was released from the service of the Faculty of Arts in Bratislava as of
31 December 1938. This marked the end of his tenure at the Comenius University
of Bratislava?'.

THE GEOGRAPHICAL THOUGHT OF J. KRAL

The most important sources in which we can find reflections of geographical
thought are Kral's textbooks (Kral 1941a, 1941b), a brief monograph on the tasks
of Czech geography (Krdl 1945) and a joint study with J. Kondracki on the state of
geography in the West Slavic countries (Kral, Kondracki 1951). Kral was influenced
mainly by the Vidalian tradition of human geography (founded by P. Vidal de la
Blache) - especially the Parisian school (J. Brunhes, A. Demangeon, P. Deffontaines)
and the Grenoblian school (R. Blanchard, J. Blache, Ph. Arbos) with some inspiration
from the American and British schools (. Bowman, E. Huntington, W. Cushing), some
Polish geographers (L. Sawicki, S. Pawlowski) and the Serbian geographer J. Cvijic.
He rejected German anthropogeography and defined himself against its successors
in Czech geography (Kolacek, Rikovsky, Pohl). Krdl emphasized the activity of man
as a geographical agent and traced the development of man'’s increasing influence
on his environment from the people of primitive culture to the peoples of highly
developed culture. Under the influence of Cviji¢, Brunhes and Demangeon, he
strongly emphasized field research, data collection techniques through surveys,
map work and inductive procedures. He promoted research in small areas, the
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perfect knowledge of which he considered a prerequisite for understanding large
units. This is clear from his position paper:

“only perfect research of small (natural, cultural) areas, and not, as before, only
superficial knowledge of large units, leads to perfect geographical knowledge of these
large units as well and, of course, to the derivation of certain laws and rules, which are
also valid in geography” (Kral 1945, p. 8).

This understanding of regional geography as microgeography distinguished
him from other colleagues who, under German influence, promoted cultural
regional geography (Kold¢ek and Rl’kovsk)’/) (Kral 1945, p. 17). Kral also delt with
position of geography in the system of sciences. In his view, he criticized the
outdated view that geography belonged to the humanities and promoted the
understanding of geography as a natural science (Kral 1945, p. 6). He saw the cause
of outdated practices in the close connection of geography to history. He rejected
the genetic approach of the German school of geography and the use of historical
method and statistical approaches. He also considered topographical-statistical-
historical descriptions of territories to be unfashionable. He defined human
geography (anthropogeography) very strictly and narrowly. He often distanced
himself from his colleagues whom he did not consider to be ‘pure’ geographers:

“the boundaries of human geography are given differently by different authors and,
in particular, abound in ancillary sciences, which are by some, certainly mistakenly,
elevated to equivalence with anthropogeography... we must finally demand, with
unrelenting firmness and with persistence, going to the most extreme consequences,
the strict and exclusive specialization of geography as a separate and precisely defined
branch of science and, above all, to remove from it everything that simply does not
belong to it" (Kral 1945, p. 17).

Inspired by historians, he conceptualized the auxiliary anthropogeographical
sciences: physical geography, geology, geomorphology, historical geography,
statistics, ethnography, sociography, sociology, demography, anthropology. He
often considered other colleagues as representatives of these auxiliary geographic
sciences (e.g. B. Hordk - historical geographer, A. Bohag, J. Auerhan, J. Korc¢ak, J.
Pohl and A. Malik - demographers and statisticians, S. Hanzlik - meteorologist and
climatologist, B. Salamon - mathematical geographer and cartographer). He did
not consider these auxiliary sciences to be an equal part of geography. On the
other hand, he considered them valuable sources of knowledge (Kral 1945, p. 17).

AFTER LEAVING SLOVAKIA

Kral was a very interesting figure of Czechoslovak anthropogeography. He paid
great attention to personal marketing. He published many scientific works in his
own edition. He also promoted his works with short annotations in periodicals
(e.g. Kral 1927c¢). He also used his own motto Geographia est via vitae/Geography is
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a way of life (e.g. Kral 1945, p. 6, Kral 1958, p. 117). He situated it in the context of an
analogy with the well-known statement “historia est magistra vitae” coming from
Cicero (Kral 1945, p. 71).

Kral was not very popular in the geographical community. He had complicated
relations with most of his colleagues. His greatest rival was J. Pohl/Dobersky. Kral
became a victim of the rise of totalitarian regimes. After being forced to leave
Slovakia for Prague at the end of 1938, he returned to Charles University. Already in
November 1939, however, Czech universities were closed by the Nazi regime. Kral
did not slack off during this period either and prepared a two-volume textbook
on human geography (Kral 1941a, 1941b). This was the first attempt by a Czech
geographer to provide a global overview of the impact of the natural environ-
ment on human economic activities as well as how these human activities
change the natural environment. In 1945 the activities of the university were
renewed. However, Kral had to face a trumped-up charge of collaboration with
the Nazis. He managed to prove his innocence and was thus able to head the
Department of the Geographical Institute for the Geography of the Slavic
Countries. During this period he published a regional study of the Tfebon Basin
(Krdl 1947d) and a geographical guide to Prague (Kral 1947a).

The turning point in his career came in 1948 after the rise of the communist
regime. He became a victim of purges organized by some colleagues and students.
In 1949 he was retired early and was forced to earn a living as a tourist guide. In the
following years he unsuccessfully applied for a job in the Department of
Economic Geography at the CSAS and at the University of Bratislava.

However, he remained scientifically and publishing active and tried to maintain
contact with some foreign colleagues. He promoted applied geography (Kral 1949).
On the basis of inspiration taken from the French geographer E. de Martonne, he
elaborated on the use of aerial photographs in geography. Krdl had a relationship
with aviation already in his youth. In 1950-51 he published 24 articles in the journal
JLetectvi” and in 1953 he submitted a comprehensive book on aerial geography,
which was not published (Kor¢ak 1968, p. 400). He also worked on medical
geography and so-called radiogeography (Kral 1956, 1958, 1960a, 1960b, 1968,
1969). In these works he drew attention to the negative effects of ionizing radiation.
He warned of the environmental consequences of the disposal of radioactive waste
and of the consequences of nuclear conflict, nuclear explosion testing and possible
accidents at nuclear power plants. He drew attention to the differentiated level
of natural radioactivity resulting from the specificities of the bedrock. He pointed
out the links with the occurrence of cancer. He even referred to ‘mental cancer,
by which he meant the increasing incidence of socio-pathological phenomena, in
particular crime, mental disorders and suicide attempts. In addition, he devoted
himself to historical geography and archeocivilizational research in several works
(Krdl 1947b, 1961b). Due to his isolation from the scientific community, some of
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these works were considered scientifically problematic and even naive, and the
professional community did not accept them (Martinek 2008).

In Although he managed to achieve rehabilitation in 1966, he could no longer
return to the university due to his advanced age. His life journey ended on January
24,1975 with a tragic accident in Prague.

Acknowledgement

This paper was elaborated as part of the VEGA project no. 2/0024/21 “Relationships
of Paradigms in Slovak Geographical Thought: Competition, Indifference or
Cooperation?”, resolved at the Geographical Institute of the Slovak Academy of
Sciences in Bratislava.

REFERENCES

DOLAN, O. (1968). Univerzita Komenského. Prehlad profesorov 1919-1966. Prehlad
pracovisk 1919-1948. Bratislava: Univerzita Komenského. 278 p.

GORNY, M. (2018). A vacuum to be filled. Central and Eastern Europe in the times of
‘geography without the Germans. Studia Historiae Scientiarum 17, pp. 253-272.
Available online: https://doi.org/10.4467/2543702XSHS.18.010.9330.

HAUFLER, V. (1967). Déjiny geografie na Université Karlové 1348 — 1967. 1. vyd. Praha:
Universita Karlova, 1967. 421 p.

HILITZER, A., JONAS, L., KRAL, J., KUCHAR, K., MALOCH, M., MATEJKA, A., PERFECKIJ,
E. (1932). Borzava v Podkarpatské Rusi. Dil |. Zemépisné prace — Travaux Gé-
ographiques, 2, Bratislava: nakladem vlastnim, 123 p.

HROMADKA, J. (1956). Orografické tfideni Ceskoslovenské republiky. Prvni ¢ast.
Sbornik Ceskoslovenské spole¢nosti zemépisné, 61, 3, 161-180.

KARASEK, J., TRAVNICEK, D. (1993). Brnénska geograficka skola a odraz jejich tradic.
In: Brnénskad véda a uméni mezivdlecného obdobi (1918-1939) v evropském kon-
textu: Sbornik prispévkl z konference Masarykovy univerzity konané v rdmci
oslav 750. vyroci udéleni méstskych prav Brnu ve dnech 22.-25. z&fi 1993. Brno,
pp. 207-210.

KARPATY, P, SLAVIK, V. (2014). Geografia a pramene k jej instittcii v metropole Slo-
venska 1. ¢ast. In: Geografia, 2014, ro¢. 22, ¢. 3,5.91 — 98. ISSN: 1335-9258.

KOLACEK, F. (1933). JiFi Kral: Pfirodni oblasti zapadni ¢asti Ceskoslovenské republi-
ky. Recenze. Sbornik Ceskoslovenské spole¢nosti zemépisné, p. 73.

KORCAK, J. (1968). Jifi Kral pétasedmdesatnikem. Sbornik Ceskoslovenské spole¢nos-
tizemépisné, 73, 4, 399-400.

KORCAK, J. (1973). Prof. Dr. Jifi Kral osmdesatnikem. Sbornik Ceskoslovenské spole¢-
nosti zemépisné, 78, 207-208.

KRAL, J. (1921). Ceskoslovenskd republika. Sbornik védeckych pfiru¢ek; 1. Brno:
Osvétové nakladatelstvi J. Kajse. 92 p.

60 ° Folia Geographica, Volume 65, No. 1, 40-65, (2023)




René MATLOVIC, Kvetoslava MATLOVICOVA

KRAL, J. (1923a). Geografickd bibliografie Podkarpatské Rusi. Praha: Geograficky
ustav Karlovy university.

KRAL, J. (1923b). Cornd hora v Podkarpatské Rusi: [sidla obyvatelstva : hospodaiské
vyuziti = La Corna Hora dans la Russie Subcarpathique : les habitations : I'exploi-
tation]. Spisy vydavané pfirodovédeckou fakultou Karlovy university, ¢. 2. Praha:
Pfirodovédecka fakulta KU.

KRAL J., (1923c). Osidleni Podkarpatské Rusi (Historicky prehled). Sbornik ceskoslo-
venské spolecnosti zemépisné, 29, pp. 65-83.

KRAL, J. (1924a). Podkarpatskd Rus. Praha: Jifi Kral. 124 p.

KRAL, J. (1924b). Rozdéleni Podkarpatské Rusi na vyrobni oblasti a na pfirozené
krajiny zemédelské. Ceskoslovensky statisticky véstnik, 5, 519-525.

KRAL., J. (1924c). Dneéni stav védeckého vyzkumu Podkarpatské Rusi a nase nej-
53-57.

KRAL, J. (1925a). Polonina rivna v Podkarpatské Rusi: [sidla obyvatelstva : hospo-
dérské vyuziti = La Polonina Rivna dans la Russie Subcarpathique : les habita-
tions : I'exploitation]. Spisy vydavané prirodovédeckou fakultou Karlovy uni-
versity, ¢. 48. Praha: Pfirodovédeckd fakulta KU. 39 p.

KRAL J. (1925b). Poloninské salagnictvi némeckych kolonist v Podkarpatské Rusi.
In Sbornik ceskoslovenské spolecnosti zemépisné, 31, pp. 225-231.

KRAL, J. (1926a). ed. Sbornik zemépisnych praci vénovanych prof. Vdclavu Svamberovi
= Recueil de travaux géographiques offert a M.V. Svambera. Praha: Jifi Kral, 1926.
182s.

KRAL, J. (1926b). Vysokohorské salasnictvi v Podkarpatské Rusi. In Krdl, J., ed. Sbor-
nik zemépisnych praci vénovanych prof. Vdclavu Svamberovi: Recueil de travaux
géographiques offert a M.V. Svambera. Praha: Jifi Kral, pp.149-152.

KRAL, J. (1926b). Sidla Karpatoruskych Hucul@. In Salamon, B., Svambera, V. eds.
Sbornik I. Sjezdu slovanskych geografi a ethnografii v Praze 1924. Praha: Geogra-
ficky Ustav Karlovy university, pp. 227-229.

KRAL, J. (1926c). Rozdéleni Podkarpatské Rusi na vyrobni oblasti a na pfirozené kra-
jiny zemédelské. In Salamon, B., Svambera, V. eds. Sbornik I. Sjezdu slovanskych
geograft a ethnografi v Praze 1924. Praha : Geograficky Ustav Karlovy university,
pp. 392-393.

KRAL, J. (1926d). O studiu zemépisu slovanskych zemi. Slovansky prehled, 18, 732-
737.

KRAL, J. (1927a). Svidovec v Podkarpatské Rusi. Sidla obyvatelstva. Hospoddrské vyuZi-
ti. Praha: Véstnik kralovské ¢eské spole¢nosti nauk. 124 p.

KRAL, J. (1927b). Nejnovéjsi zemépisné pfirucky, atlasy a mapy tykajici se Republiky
Polské. Sbornik ceskoslovenské spolecnosti zemépisné, 33, pp. 72-75.

KRAL, J. (1927¢). JiFi Kral: Svidovec v Podkarpatské Rusi. Autoreferat. Bratislava - ¢a-
sopis Uc¢ené spolecnosti Safafikovy, 1., 1, 105-107.

Folia Geographica, Volume 65, No. 1, 40-65, (2023) * 61




GEOGRAPHIA EST VIA VITAE: THE SLOVAK ANABASIS
OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK ANTHROPOGEOGRAPHER JIRI KRAL (1893-1975)

KRAL, J. (1928a). Geografickd bibliografie Podkarpatské Rusi za rok 1923-1926. Praha:
Geograficky Ustav Karlovy university.

KRAL, J. (1928b) Die Almwirtschaft in Karpathorussland. Mitteilungen der Geo-
graphischen Gesellschaft in Wien, 71, 112-122.

KRAL, J. (1928c). Guide to the Czechoslovak Republic. Praha: Cedok, 1928. 272 s.

KRAL, J. (1928d). Reisefiihrer durch die Cechoslovakische Republik. Prag: Cedok, 1928.
256s.,[12] 1. obr. pfil.

KRAL, J. (1928e). Antropogeografické prace prof. L. Sawického. Sbornik ceskosloven-
ské spolecnosti zemépisné, 34, pp. 234-236.

KRAL, J. (1929a). Pfispévek k salasnictvi Hucult v Podkarpatské Rusi. Bratislava - ¢a-
sopis Ucené spolecnosti §afar”ikovy, Ill., 2, 294-298.

KRAL, J. (1929¢). Antropogeograficky vyzkum horskych oblasti Karpat. Casopis
Muzedlnej slovenskej spolocnosti, 21, 42-51.

KRAL, J. (1930a). Uvahy o rozdéleni ¢eskoslovenskych Karpat na pfirodni oblasti
a pojmenovani téchto oblasti. Sbornik filosofické fakulty University Komenské-
ho, 7, No. 54 (1), pp. 1-33.

KRAL, J. (1930b). Pfirodovédecky a zvlasté antropogeograficky vyzkum Slovenska.
Bratislava - Easopis Ucené spole¢nosti Safatikovy, IV., 2, pp. 337-351.

KRAL, J. (1930¢). lll sjezd slovanskych geografti a etnografd v Jugoslavii. Bratislava -
¢asopis U¢ené spolecnosti Safatikovy, IV., pp. 506-508.

KRAL, J. (1930d). Antropogeograficky vyzkum vysokohorské oblasti Karpat. In
Sawicki, L., ed. Pamietnik Il Zjazdu Stowiariskich Geograféw i Etnograféw odbyte-
go w Polsce w roku 1927, T.2., pp. 55-60.

KRAL, J. (1932). Pfirodni oblasti zapadni ¢asti Ceskoslovenské republiky. In Bratisla-
va, sv. VI, 1932, pp. 560-583. (kritické recenzie od prof. Kola¢ka a doc. Rikovské-
ho z Brna): Sbornik Ceskoslovenské spole¢nosti zemépisné, 1933, s. 73, Odpo-
ved Kralova nas. 111, Rikovsky - Nase véda 1933, XIV,, s. 128.

KRAL, J. (1933a). Nejnové;jsi mapy anthropogeografické Slovenska a Podkarpatské
Rusi. In Kral, J., Hromadka, J., eds. Sbornik Il sjezdu ceskoslovenskych geograf.
Bratislava, 1933. Zemépisné prace - Travaux Géographiques, 7, Bratislava: na-
kladem vlastnim, pp. 25-27.

KRAL, J. (1933b). Uvahy o rozdéleni ¢eskoslovenskych Karpat. In Vujevic, P, ed.
Zbornik radova lll kongresa slovenskih geografa i etnologa u kraljevini Jugoslaviji
izd 1930. Beograd.

KRAL, J. (1933c). Ceska geografie a Bulharsko. In Sbornik v ¢est na Anastas ISirkov po
slucaj 35-rodisnata my prepodavatelska dejnost. Sofia: Blgarsko geografsko dru-
zestvo. pp. 25-26.

KRAL, J. (1933d). Geografski pregled Cehoslovacke. Mala biblioteka Geografskog
drustva; sv. 3. Beograd: Geografsko drustvo, 1933. 79 p.

62 * Folia Geographica, Volume 65, No. 1, 40-65, (2023)




René MATLOVIC, Kvetoslava MATLOVICOVA

KRAL, J. (1933e). Odpovéd panu univ. prof. Dr. Frant. Kola¢kovi na jeho kritiku mé
prace PFirodni oblasti zdpadni ¢asti Ceskoslovenské republiky. Sbornik Cesko-
slovenské spole¢nosti zemépisné, 39, p. 111.

KRAL, J. (1934). Vesnicka sidla v Ceskoslovenské republice a zvIa3té v zemi Sloven-
ské a Pod-karpatoruské. In Arctowski, H. ed. Zbidr prac poswiecony przez Towar-
zystwo geograficzne we Lwowie Eugenjuszowi Romerowi w 40-lecie jego tworczos-
ci naukowej. Lwéw : Towarzystwo geograficzne we Lwowie, pp. 518-524.

KRAL, J. (1935).Die anthropogeographische Durchforschung der Slovakei und
Karpathorusslands in den Jahren 1919-1934. Zemépisné prace — Travaux Gé-
ographiques, 7, Bratislava: ndkladem vlastnim, 36 p.

KRAL, J. (1936a). Borzava v Podkarpatské Rusi: La région de la BorZava en Russie Sub-
carpathique. Dil lll. Zemépisné prace - Travaux Géographiques, 9, Bratislava: na-
kladem vlastnim. 58 p.

KRAL, J. (1936b). Zivot bulharskych zahradniki v okoli Bratislavy: se 6 vyobrazenimi
= Das Leben der bulgarischen Gemiisegartner in der Umgebung von Bratislava:
mit 6 Abbildungen. Zemépisné prace - Travaux Géographiques, 11. Bratislava:
nakladem vlastnim. 18 p.

KRAL, J. (1936¢). Studium venkovskych sidel v Ceskoslovenské republice. In Svam-
bera, V., Kuchaf, K., eds. Sbornik Ill. sjezdu ¢eskoslovenskych geografi v Plzni 1935.
Praha: Geograficky Ustav Karlovy university v Praze, pp. 124-127.

KRAL, J. (1936d). Geografie ve stiedoskolskych u¢ebnicich. In Svambera, V., Kucha,
K., eds. Sbornik Ill. sjezdu ceskoslovenskych geografi v Plzni 1935. Praha: Geogra-
ficky ustav Karlovy university v Praze, pp. 150-152.

KRAL, J. (1936e). Profesor V. Svambera a geografie slovanskych zemi. [Bratislava:
nakladem vlastnim], 1936. [lll] s. Zvlastni otisk z ¢asopisu “PFiroda’, ro¢. XXIX.,
¢is. 2, pp. 1-3.

KRAL, J. (1936f). O prirodovedecku fakultu Komenského univerzity v Bratislave. Slo-
vensky dennik, XIX., 39, p. 2.

KRAL, J. (19369). Krkonose. 1. vyd. Praha: Ceskoslovenské statni drahy, [1936]. 31, [I]
s. Ceskoslovensko.

KRAL, J. (1937). Uvod do zemépisné literatury, Zemépisné prace — Travaux Gé-
ographiques, 13, Bratislava: Nakl. vlast., 100 p.

KRAL, J. (1938a). Die Durchforschung des Hinterlebens in den Cechoslowakischen
Karpaten. In Comptes rendus du Congres international de géographie, Amsterdam,
1938. Travaux de la Section Ill., Géographie humaine. Leiden: E.J. Brill, pp. 27-33.

KRAL, J. (1938b). Problém studia venkovskych sidel se zvlastnim zietelem k Cesko-
slovenské republice. In Kolacek, F, Krejci, J., Semerad, A., Vitasek, F. eds. Sbornik
IV sjezdu ceskoslovenskych geograft v Olomouci 1937. Brno: nakladem odboru
Ceskoslovenské spole¢nosti zemépisné.

KRAL, J. (1938c¢). Uvahy o nejblizsich ukolech anthropogeografie v Ceskoslovenské
republice a o ¢eskoslovenské geografii viibec. In Kolacek, F,, Krej¢i, J., Semerad,

Folia Geographica, Volume 65, No. 1, 40-65, (2023) * 63



GEOGRAPHIA EST VIA VITAE: THE SLOVAK ANABASIS
OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK ANTHROPOGEOGRAPHER JIRI KRAL (1893-1975)

A., Vitasek, F. eds. Sbornik IV sjezdu ceskoslovenskych geografi v Olomouci 1937.
Brno: nékladem odboru Ceskoslovenské spole¢nosti zemépisné.

KRAL, J. (1938d). Anastas Todorov I3irkov: 5. IV. 1868 - 6. IV. 1937. [Bratislava: nakla-
dem vlastnim, 1938. 4 p.

KRAL, J. (1941a). Zemépis ¢lovéka. Dil |, Clovék a zemépisné prostredi. Praha: Ceska
grafickd Unie, 1941. 256 s.

KRAL, J. (1941b). Zemépis ¢lovéka. Dil 2, Clovék jako zemépisny Cinitel. Praha: Ceska
graficka unie, 1941.318s.

KRAL, J. (1945). Ukoly ceského zemépisu. Praha: Ceska graficka unie. 80 p.

KRAL, J. (1947a). Zemépisny priivodce Velkou Prahou a jeji kulturni oblasti. Praha: Me-
lantrich. 309 p.

KRAL, J. (1947b). Kde se rozklddal “Vysehrad"?: studie historicko-anthropogeografic-
kd. I, Problém Vysehradu a Psdr. Zemépisné aktuality, sv. 1. Novy Bydzov: V. & A.
Janata. 208 p.

KRAL, J. (1947c). Terminologicky slovnik zemépisny cesko-anglicky: Geographic Termi-
nological Dictionary Czech-English. Praha: Ceska graficka unie, 1947. 133 p.

KRAL, J. (1947d). TFeboriskd pdnev: Regiondlni studie. Zemépisné aktuality, Sv. 2. Pra-
ha: Oddéleni pro zemépis slovansky a slovanskych zemi geografického ustavu
university Karlovy. 34 p.

KRAL, J. (1948). Uvod do zemépisné literatury. Druhé doplnéné vydani. Zemépisné
aktuality, Sv. 3. Praha: Oddéleni pro zemépis slovansky a slovanskych zemi geo-
grafického Ustavu university Karlovy.

KRAL, J. (1949). Uzity zemépis. Véda a zZivot, XV., pp. 85-90.

KRAL, J. (1956). The Geographical Problem of Cancer: its Cause and Increasing In-
cidence. In Abstracts of Papers XVIIl International Geographical Congress Brazil
1956. Rio de Janeiro: International Geographical Union, Brazilian National Com-
mittee, pp. 138-139.

KRAL, J. (1958). Medicinska geografija. Geografski Glasnik, 20, 1, 117-128.

KRAL, J. (1960a). Lékafska geografie ve vyzkumu zneéisténi ovzdusi, vod a pady.
Geograficky casopis, 13, 4, 247-254

KRAL, J. (1960b). Mental ,cancer” and the influence of radiation on man from the
point of view psychic and mental diseases. In Abstracts of Papers, XIXth Interna-
tional Geographic Congress, Stockholm 1960, pp. 160-161.

KRAL, J. (1961a). Cinnost &s. sekce Komise slovanské pro vyzkum saladnictvi v Kar-
patech a na Balkédné za léta 1924-1948. Slovensky ndrodopis / Slovak Ethnology,
9,4,637-652.

KRAL, J. (1961b). Une ville sainte (oppidum)de la déese celtique Kotys dans le Kar-
st bohémien. In Antiquités nationales et internationales. Il, lI-IV. Paris: Université
Sorbonne, pp. 30-34.

KRAL, J. (1968). Production and Spread of Artificial Radiation. In Abstracts of Papers,
21st International Geographical Congress, India, Calcutta, p. 121.

64 ¢ Folia Geographica, Volume 65, No. 1, 40-65, (2023)




René MATLOVIC, Kvetoslava MATLOVICOVA

KRAL, J. (1969). The Geographical Problem of Cancer: Excessive Production and
Spreading of the artificial radiation cause the Destruction of the Word and In-
habitans. Documentation for the years 1960-1966. Geographia Medica - Inter-
national Journal of Medical Geography, |., Budapest: Sectio Medico-Geographica
Societatis Geographicae Hungaricae, pp. 131-135.

KRAL, J., KUBIJOWICZ, W., MALOCH, M. (1933). BorZava v Podkarpatské Rusi. Dil Il.
Zemépisné prace — Travaux Géographiques, 4, Bratislava: nakladem vlastnim,
62 p.

KRAL, J., KONDRACKI, J. (1951). West Slav Geographers, In G. Taylor (red.), Geography
in the Twentieth Century, Methuen, London, 116-127.

KUBIJOWICZ, W., KRAL, J. (1929b). Zpréava o ¢innosti komise slovanské pro vyzkum
saladnictvi v Karpatech a na Balkané v . 1924-1928. Sbornik Ceskoslovenské spo-
lecnosti zemépisné, 35, pp. 64-67.

LUKNIS, M. (1974). Prof. RNDr. Jifi Kral osemdesiatroc¢ny, Geograficky ¢asopis, 26, 1,
67-68.

LUKNIS, M. (1983). K vyvinu geografického poznavania Slovenska. Geograficky ¢a-
sopis, 35, 3, 225-246.

MARTINEK, J. (2008). Geografové v ceskych zemich 1800~1945 (biograficky slovnik).
Praha: Historicky Gstav AV CR.

MARTINEK, J. (2010). Cesti v&dci na Slovensku. Geograficky ustav Univerzity Ko-
menského, Klaudydn, 7 (1-2), 22-28.

MARTINEK, J. (2017). Geograficky Ustav Univerzity Komenského mezi 1. a 2. svéto-
vou valkou. In Slobodnik, M., Glossova, M., eds. 95 rokov Filozofickej fakulty UK.
Pohlad do dejin institticie a jej akademickej obce. Bratislava: Univerzita Komen-
ského, pp. 219-227. ISBN 978-80-223-4390-9.

MARTINEK, J., MARTINEK, M. (1998). Kdo byl kdo - nasi cestovatelé a geografové. Pra-
ha: Libri, 509 p. ISBN 80-85983-50-8.

MATLOVIC, R. (2018). Poczatki akademickiej geografii i jej przedstawiciele na Stowac-
ji w 2. potowie XIX i 1. potowie XX w. In Jackowski, A., ed. Rola geografii w utrwala-
niu Niepodleglej Polski i w Jej rozwoju. Krakdw: Uniwersytet Jagiellonski. Instytut
Geografii i Gospodarki Przestrzennej, pp. 155-184. ISBN 978-83-64089-49-7.

MATLOVIC, R., MATLOVICOVA, K. (2018). Etablovanie geografie na Univerzite Ko-
menského a Usilie o posilnenie jej vplyvu v kontexte militarizacie pred druhou
svetovou vojnou. In Geografické informdcie, 22, 1, 274-287.1SSN 1337-9453.

MATLOVICOVA, K., MATLOVIC, R. (2019). Geography education at the Comenius
University in Bratislava in the years of 1922-1938: Institutionalization, actors
and study courses. In Folia Geographica, ro¢. 61, €. 2,s. 71-85. ISSN 1336-6157.

MATLOVIC, R., MATLOVICOVA, K. (2022). Institucionalizicia geografie na Univerzite
Komenského v Bratislave v r. 1922-1926. Historicky casopis, 70, 3, 403-427.

TRAVNICEK, D. (1984). Ptehled vyvoje ¢eskoslovenské geografie mezi obéma své-
tovymi valkami. Sbornik ¢eskoslovenské geografické spolecnosti, 89, 4, 318-322.

Folia Geographica, Volume 65, No. 1, 40-65, (2023) * 65





