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Global reasons of world instability and ways to its decrease

Abstract. The aim of the work is to identify the underlying causes of world instability and, on the basis of
this, to suggest recommendations on directions for further research to prevent the catastrophe of the global
society. The work analyzes the activities of international organizations for more than 50 years, aimed at
ensuring sustainable development of the world. First of all, these are UN resolutions and OSCE decisions.
The forecasted indicators of development and risks of the global society in the future are analyzed, as
well as the success and failures in the implementation of the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals.
Two conclusions were drawn. The first conclusion is that there is the tangible success in increasing the
sustainability of development. The second conclusion is that the set goals will not be achieved in full, and
for some goals, deterioration is observed, since the global causes of instability have not been identified.
The world has 20% entered a period of instability in terms of self-sustainability (A) There are at least three
such reasons: imperfection of economic theory; insufficient level of morality in economic and political life
between states, in business and ordinary people; the absence of a truly effective system for selecting elites
and a system for promoting true leaders to the pinnacle of power, when the pinnacle of power coincides with
the pinnacle of wisdom and the pinnacle of morality. Research directions for the development of measures
to prevent a global catastrophe are proposed. The first set of studies is aimed at establishing correlations
between causes and effects. For example, between improving economic theory and making development
more sustainable. The second set of studies is aimed at developing mechanisms to eliminate the causes of
instability.
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BopoGienko . M.

JOKTOP TEXHIYHUX HayK, npodecop,

IHCTUTYT TenekomMyHikauin i rnodanbHoro iHpopmauinHoro npoctopy HAH Ykpainun, Knis, Ykpaina
FmoOGanbHi NPUYNHN HECTINKOCTI B CBITi Ta LUNSXN TT 3MEHLUEeHHS

AHoTauiga. MeTo poboTu € BUABUTU QyHOAMEHTANIbHI NPUYMHUN HECTIAKOCTI CBITY N Ha MiaCcTaBi UbOro
3anpornoHyBaTy pekoMeHaaLii Woa0 noaanblimx AoCniaXeHb Ana 3anobiraHHs katacTpodi rnobanbHOro
cycninbcTBa. Y poboTi NpoaHanizoBaHo AisIbHICTb MiXXHAPOAHMX OpraHidaui npotarom noHag, 50 pokis, ska
cnpsiMmoBaHa Ha 3abe3rneyeHHs CTanoro po3BMTKY CBiTY. Hacamnepes, ue pesontouii OOH Ta piweHHs OBCE.
MpoaHanisoBaHO MPOrHO3HI NOKA3HUKM PO3BUTKY Ta PU3NKM rnobanbHOro cycnifibCTea B MabyTHbLOMY,
a TakoX ycnixu Ta HeBdadi y BUKOHaHHI 17-Tu uinen OOH 3i ctanoro po3suTtky. 3po6seHO ABa BUCHOBKN.
lMepLumnin BACHOBOK — € Big4yTHI YCNiXW B NiABULLEHHI CTIMKOCTi pO3BUTKY. Jpyrin BUCHOBOK — NOCTaBfEHI
uini He OyoyTb OOCATHYTI B MOBHOMY 00CS3i, a 3a AeAKUMU LiNSMM CNOCTEPIraloTbCA NOripLUEeHHS, OCKiNIbKM
He BW3HAYeHO M0BanbHUX NMPUYUH HecTilikocTi. CeiT Ha 20% yBilWOB y Nepiof HECTINKOCTI 3 nornsaay
camonigTpMaHHs. Takux MPpUYnH WOHANMEHLLE TPWU: HEOQOCKOHANICTb EKOHOMIYHOI Teopii; HegoCTaTHIN
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piBEHb MOpaJli B EKOHOMIYHOMY Ta NONITUYHOMY XUTTI MiX AepxaBamMu, y 6i3HeCi Ta 3BMYANHUMM NIIOABMU;
BiCYTHICTb AilACHO e(EKTUBHOI CUCTEMMU BiAOOPY EN1iT Ta CUCTEMM BUCYBAHHSA CNPABXHIX NiAePiB HAa BEPLLNHY
BNAAM, KONMU BEPLUMHA BAAAM 36iraetbCs 3 BEPLUMHOK MYAPOCTi Ta BEPLUMHOK Mopani. 3anponoHOBaHO
HanNnpPsMM OOCNIOXEeHb ONs BUPOONEHHS 3axoaiB Woao 3anobiraHHa rnobanbHin katactpodi. MNepunii
KOMMSEKC A0ChioXeHb CnpsIMOBaHWI Ha BCTAHOBJIEHHS KOPENAUiNHMX 3B’A3KIB MK NPUYMHaAMMK Ta
HacnigkomM. Hanpuknag, Mixk yoOCKOHaneHHsIM €eKOHOMIYHOI Teopii Ta MigBULLEHHAM CTIMKOCTI PO3BUTKY.
Lpyruii komnnekc gochnigxeHb CNPSMOBaHO Ha PO3P0OKY MeXaHi3MiB YCYHEHHSI MPUYMH HECTINKOCTI.
KniouoBi cnoBa: rno6anbHe CycnifibCTBO; NPUYMHU HECTabiIbHOCTI; 3a0e3NeYeHHs] CTanoro Po3BUTKY;
YNHHUKN EKOHOMIKW; MOpasb.

Bopo6uenko M. M.

DOKTOP TEXHUYECKUX HayK, npodeccop,

MHCTUTYT TENnekoMMyHMKaLmiA 1 rnobanbHoro MHopMaumoHHoro npoctpaHcTea HAH YkpauHel, Kues, YkpanHa
FoGanbHble NPUYNHbI HEYCTOMYMBOCTU B MUPE U NYTU €€ YMEeHbLUEeHUS

AHHOTauuma. Llenbio paboTbl SABNSIETCS BbISBUTb OCHOBOMOJAraloLmMe NPUYnHbBI HEYCTOMYMBOCTU MUpa U
Ha OCHOBaHWW 3TOr0 NPEASIOXUTb PEKOMeHJauMn Mo HanpasieHUsaM JafbHENLLINX UCCNefoBaHUN aNng
npenoTBpaweHns katactpodbl rmobanbHoro obuectsa. B paboTe npoaHanManMpoBaHO OEeSTENbHOCTb
MEXAyHapOOHbIX OpraHmM3aumini Ha NpoTskeHun 6onee 50-Tu neT, HanpaBfEHHYIO Ha obecrnevyeHve
YCTOM4YMBOro pa3sutus mupa. lNpexage scero, a1o pesontounm OOH n pewwenunsa OBCE. NpoaHanmanpoBaHsbl
NPOrHO3HbIE NOKa3aTe M Pa3BUTUSA U PUCKK rNobanibHoro obLLecTsa B GyayLLEM, a TakXKe YCNeXm 1 Heyaayn
B BbinosHeHun 17-tn uenen OOH no yctonymsomy passutuio. CaenaHo asa BbiBoaa. epBbii BbIBOA, —
MMEIOTCS OLLYTUMBbIE YCNEeXU B MOBbILLEHUN YCTONYMBOCTU Pa3BuUTUS. BTOPOM BLIBO, — NOCTaBNEHHbIE LLenun
He OyayT AOCTUrHYTHI B MOJIHOM OOBbEME, @ MO HEKOTOPLIM LIENSIM HabNioAanTCa yXyaLeHns, Tak Kak He
onpepaeneHsl rnmodasnbHble NPUYNHBLI HEYCTONYMBOCTU. Mup Ha 20% BOLLEN B Nepunof HEYyCTOMYMBOCTU C
TOUYKM 3pPEHMS camonopaepxaHus. Takux APUYUH KaK MUHUMYM TPU: HECOBEPLUEHCTBO SKOHOMUYECKOM
TEOpUM; HEeOOCTaTO4HbIN YPOBEHb MOpPaAM B 3KOHOMWUYECKOW U MOANTUYECKON XU3HU MeXAy
rocypapcresamu, B Gu3Hece 1 06bIYHBIMU NI0AbMU; OTCYTCTBUE OAENCTBUTENBHO 3PMOEKTUBHON CUCTEMBI
oTOopa 3NUT N CUCTEMbI BbIABMKEHUS UCTUHHBIX TNOEPOB HAa BEPLUMHY BNacTW, KOr4a BepLunHa BRacTu
COBMagaeT C BEPLUMHOW MyOpPOCTU N BepLUMHOM mMopanu. lNpennoxeHbl HanpaBneHns nccaeaoBaHuin
Ons BbIpaboTKM Mep nMo NpenoTBpaLleHnio rmobanbHon katacTpodbl. MepBbii KOMMAEKC NCCNeaoBaHUM
HanpaBieH Ha YCTaHOBJIEHWE KOPPENSLMOHHbIX CBA3EM MeXay npuynHamun n cneacrsmem. Hanpumep,
MeXxay YCOBepLUEHCTBOBAHMEM 3KOHOMUYECKOWN TEOPUN N NOBbLILLEHNEM YCTONYNBOCTU pa3sutuna. Btopon
KOMMJIEKC NCCNefoBaHNin HanNnpasfieH Ha pa3paboTKy MeEXaHN3MOB YCTPAHEHUSI MPUYMH HEYCTOMYNBOCTM.
KnioueBble cnoBa: rnobanbHoe OOLLIECTBO; MNPUYMHBbI HECTabuNbHOCTU; obecnevyeHue YCTOMYMBOro
pasBuTUS; GakTopbl 3KOHOMUKU; MOParb.

1. Introduction

The world community. strives for sustainable development of society as a guarantee of a de-
cent life for people in the broadest sense of the word. It is believed that the beginning of the
creation of the UN concept of sustainable development was officially laid at the UN Conference in
Rio de Janeiro in 1992, at which the Declaration on Environment and Development was adopted
(United Nations, Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992). It should be empha-
sized that in the future the word «development» (sustainable) includes the preservation of the cli-
mate and the environment. Further, atthe UN Stockholm Conference, a declaration on environmen-
tal protection was adopted (Declaration of the United Nations Conference, 1972; Giinther, 1992).
On September 25, 2015, the UN General Assembly adopted resolution A_RES 70 _1_R entitled
«Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (United Nations General
Assembly, Resolution adopted by the General Assembly, 2015). The resolution formulates 17 sus-
tainable development goals and 169 targets, which relate to: poverty eradication; ensuring food
security, healthy lifestyles, inclusive and quality education, gender equality, rational use of wa-
ter resources, ensuring access to modern energy sources, environmental sustainability of cities
and towns, transition to rational methods of consumption and production; promoting sustaina-
ble economic growth, sustainable industrialization and innovation, building a peaceful open so-
ciety; reducing inequality within and between countries; taking urgent action to combat climate
change; conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas and marine resources; protecting and
restoring ecosystems and halting biodiversity loss; strengthening the means of implementation;
and revitalizing the global partnership. This declaration is a continuation and development of the
«United Nations Millennium Declaration», which was adopted by resolution 55/2 of the UN Ge-
neral Assembly on September 8, 2000 (United Nations General Assembly, Resolution adopted
by the General Assembly, 2000). The European Union, the Organization for Security and Coope-
ration in Europe and other international organizations are also making efforts to build a secure
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world, respect human rights, protect the environment, etc. This is confirmed by numerous docu-
ments (Council of Europe, «European Social Charter», 1961; European Commission, «European
Social Policy», 1994; European Commission, «Green paper of European social policy options for
the union»,1993).

What is seen in modern society? Permanent military conflicts and undeclared wars, hybrid
wars, the use of scientific achievements to destroy people and destabilize society, and incitement
of various kinds of social contradictions. We also see hunger, poverty and diseases, millions of
refugees, violence, gender inequality, accelerating climate change and more that can lead to di-
saster (Heiets, 2013). Achieving the set goals is not always feasible. The 2015 UN resolution says:
«...some of the Millennium Development Goals remain off-track...» (Resolution adopted by the
General Assembly, 2015), p. 5/35). It can be said with a high degree of probability that 17 UN goals
by 2030 will not be fully achieved. In the preamble to resolution (Resolution adopted by the Ge-
neral Assembly, 2015, p. 1/35) it says: «All countries and all stakeholders, acting in collaborative
partnership, will implement this plan». In the same resolution, many times, on behalf of all coun-
tries, there are the words: «We are determined ...». Other than words, these commitments are un-
substantiated. Each country, depending on the circumstances, will either comply with the resolu-
tion or not and will not be held responsible for failure to comply. But more significant is that even
if all countries work decisively to implement the resolution, there is no confidence that the further
development of the global society will become sustainable. Rather, on the contrary, instability will
remain. Despite this, it is necessary to energetically support the efforts of international and pub-
lic organizations, which are aimed at stabilizing public life, including all its spheres: spiritual, eco-
nomic, social and political. The plan outlined in the resolution is certainly useful, and previous ef-
forts have yielded quite tangible and useful results.

Thus, despite the enormous efforts aimed at ensuring the sustainable development of global
society, this problem remains and requires a theoretical substantiation of the reasons that prevent
the achievement of a harmonious state and development of society for the benefit of all people.

2. Brief Literature Review

There is much literature that analyzes the problems of modern society. First of all, these are UN
documents, as well as those of the European Union cited above. These documents plan to coun-
teract existing problems in order to ensure sustainable development. The literature provides the
results of a study of predictable problems that may arise in the near future and their neutralization
should begin now. Hence, Lufkin (2017) gives ten main problems that will face humanity by 2050.
Let us consider these problems. The first problem is human genetic modification. Of course, this
technology allows one to get rid of many diseases, but on the other hand it carries huge risks. With
a high probability there will be people who want to have so-called «designer children» or, even
worse, get «the right people» with a given quality. Who will determine and control this?

The next problem is associated with the increase in the proportion of the elderly population
against the background of the growing population of the planet. In the work by Lufkin (2017), the
following forecast was presented: «The number of those who have lived to be one hundred years
old will increase by more than 50 times by 2100 - from today’s 500 thousand to more than 26 mil-
lion. The number of states in the world with a large number of people older than 65 will increase».
The problem of caring for the elderly arises. Artificial intelligence is likely to partially solve this
problem by using robots for this. In Japan, such work is already underway.

Climate change (the next problem) will lead to unpredictable, catastrophic consequences,
which are widely covered in the literature and counteracting this serves the thirteenth goal of the
UN resolution.

The evolution of social networks, in addition to its undeniable advantages, carries significant
risks. People are deprived of the opportunity for privacy, cybercrime, fake information, cyberbul-
lying, trolling, sex chats, and child molestation. All the risks can hardly be enumerated. Despite
the struggle against them by both states and public organizations, the negative use of the Inter-
net is expanding.

New geopolitical tensions are the next problem in the first half of the twenty-first century. Such
tensions are of the most varied nature. The most acute and dangerous are military conflicts that
have been going on for decades of varying degrees of intensity over time - either fading out or
flaring up with renewed vigor. This will continue to aggravate trade problems. Thus, trade rela-
tions between the United States and China have recently escalated, reaching another climax
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in 2018 (Hunter & Wong, 2021). The trade deficit in China’s favor was around USD 400 billion.
At the same time, US statistics differed from Chinese statistics by approximately USD 95 billion.
This fact suggests that statistical data should be approached with caution. The website of the
Board of Governors of the US Federal System contains publications explaining the reasons for
this discrepancy (Hunter &Wong, 2021). The WTO creates special procedures for resolving trade
disputes (Brown et al., 2017). Trade disagreements have always existed, but now they have ac-
quired a qualitatively different level.

Europe has its own problems. Great Britain withdrew from the European Union, which is a
wake-up call for the existence of the union in general. Conflicts on religious grounds conti-
nue, which give rise to extremism and terrorism, and information wars are intensifying. The list
goes on.

According to Lufkin (2017), transport safety will remain a significant problem of the future, de-
spite significant advances in this area - high-speed trains using Hyperloop technology, unmanned
vehicles (which will create new threats) and other innovations.

Dwindling natural resources will create a definite problem. As an example, Lufkin (2017) gives a
threatening shortage of rare earth metals. Indeed, 90% of rare earth metals are mined in China, the
reserves of which will be exhausted in 20 years. The problem of resource scarcity can only partially
be solved by building a closed loop economy (circular economy) (Hassler et al., 2021).

In the next 30 years, colonization of other planets will be intensive. Here it will be necessary to
create space logistics, space security, space diplomacy, etc. It should be noted, however, that the
colonization of other planets may in the future solve earthly problems associated, for example,
with population growth.

The ninth problem is the expansion of the capabilities of our brain. Already now there are many
drugs that stimulate the brain, the so-called «pills for the mind» (Kohn, 2014) or «intelligence en-
hancers». It is hard to imagine what will happen when such drugs are applied in large quantities.
Will they be available to everyone or will it lead to even deeper stratification in society?

And finally, the tenth problem is the growing influence of artificial intelligence. Despite the un-
deniable benefits of the use of artificial intelligence, several threats arise. The first, but unlikely,
threat is associated with the fact that artificial intelligence will surpass human and will begin to de-
velop on its own. This can lead to the extinction of humanity. The second threat, more likely, but
no less dangerous, is that artificial intelligence will be introduced into an integral production and
life support system. Then a simple technical failure will lead to disaster. Due to the change in the
structure of production, the labor market will change. Some professions will disappear, which can
lead to unemployment, and this, in turn, to instability in society. The labor market situation will be
exacerbated by increasing migration (Dorn & Zweimiiller. 2021). This list of threats can be conti-
nued, including issues of ethics and developed norms of society.

In turn, ten top problems that can be solved are considered (The Copenhagen Consensus Cen-
ter, 2012). The results of the work of a group of researchers organized by the Copenhagen Con-
sensus Center in 2012 are presented. The group consists of five eminent economists. They were
tasked with identifying 10 main problems that need to be resolved. Such problems were identified:
1. Armed conflict,

2. Chronic disease,

3. Education,

4. Contagious disease,

5. Population growth,

6. Biodiversity,

7. Climate change,

8. Hunger and malnutrition,
9. Natural disasters,

10. Water and sanitation.

Based on this study, the UN has formulated 17 problems that need to be solved by 2030.

A special place in the harmonization of relations between man and nature was made by the
Club of Rome, an international public organization founded on April 6-8, 1968. The reason
for the creation of the Club of Rome, according to the founder and first president A. Peccei,
is that «no one carries or even feels responsibility for the state of the whole world ... There is
no one to take care of the world, and, therefore, no one wants to do more for it than others»
(Mokiy, 2015). In 1970, the Club of Rome invited Denis L. Meadows to lead a group on the
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development of a world model. After 21 months, this work was completed. In 1972 the mo-
nograph «Limits to Growth» was published. The work did not end there, and in 1992 the mo-
nograph «Beyond Growth» was published, and 10 years later the monograph «The Limits of
Growth. 30 years later (Meadows et al., 2003). These works, along with other studies, had a
significant impact on the further world development, including the content of the documents
adopted by the UN.

The aforementioned group of researchers first developed twelve scenarios for the develop-
ment of the world over the course of fifty years, depending on the measures taken by society. Then
the group developed two more scripts, which were published in the last monograph. In each sce-
nario, the limits of human activity were established, under which nature was capable of self-sus-
taining and would not go beyond the limits of its existence. The research expressed the hope that
«If, with the help of purposeful efforts, the demands of humanity are limited to a level acceptable to
the planet, then going beyond the limits can be dealt with. The crisis will come only if growth goes
beyond: the demands are so great that the planet’s resources are depleted and then it is unable to
maintain self-support» (Meadows et al., 2003).

Since 30 years have passed after the first publication, it was possible to draw quite definite
conclusions. The most condensed conclusions are concentrated in the following quote: «Ac-
cording to this calculation method, it turns out that the last time humanity was at the level of self-
support in the 80s of XX century. Currently outside by 20%. Unfortunately, the human load on the
environment continues to grow, despite the development of technology and the efforts of pub-
lic organizations. The situation is complicated by the fact that humanity has gone beyond and is
in an unstable area. However, worldwide awareness of this problem is depressingly weak. To re-
duce the impact on the environment and return to acceptable levels, it is necessary to change
personal and social values, and it takes a lot of time to get support from politicians in this area.»
(Meadows et al., 2003).

More than ten years have passed since the publication of this monograph. It is felt that the
research findings have had some impact on some policymakers. The term «sustainable deve-
lopment» is firmly established in everyday life. There was a UN resolution on seventeen goals
of sustainable development. In the Report of the Secretary-General on SDG Progress (United
Nations, 2019), the fulfilment of all seventeen goals is analyzed. There is some progress for
each goal, but if the existing trends continue, the goals will not be fully achieved. The following
targets are of particular concern:

+ ensuring food security: «Global hunger has been on the rise for the third year in a row, and this
trend is very worrying. In 2017, 820 million people were undernourished, which is about one of
nine people on the planet. These figures are higher than in 2015, when 784 million people were
undernourished»;

- a healthy lifestyle: «Half of the world’s population does not have access to basic medical servi-
ces, many are forced to pay unreasonably high fees for them»;

« inclusive and quality education: «262 million children and young people aged 6 to 17 are still out
of school, and more than half of children and adolescents do not meet the minimum standards
for reading and mathematics»;

* ensuring universal access to water: «Billions of people still lack access to clean water and lack
adequate sanitation and hygiene. 785 million people are forced to do without running water. An
estimated 700 million people still practice open defecation»;

« providing access to modern energy sources; «Despite these positive results, about 800 million
people still live without electricity»;

* reducing inequality within and between countries: «Inequality within and between countries re-
mains a major concern. In many regions, the income share of the richest one percent of the
population is increasing. The poorest 40 percent accounted for less than 25 percent of total in-
come or consumption»;

- the environmental sustainability of cities and towns: «Globally, 2 billion people live in cities and
towns where waste is not collected properly. Nine out of ten city dwellers breathe air that does
not meet the standards set by the World Health Organization»;

+ transition to a rational method consumption and production: «There is an overexploitation of na-
tural resources around the world ... According to forecasts, without taking immediate measures,
the total volume of mining in the world by 2060 could increase to 190 billion tons. Back in 1970
this figure was 27 billion tons»;
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- taking urgent measures to combat climate change: «Climate change is happening at a much
faster pace than expected, and its consequences are clearly felt throughout the world»;

- conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources: «Over the past
30 years, compared with pre-industrial levels, ocean acidity has increased by an average of
26 percent. lllegal and unregulated fishing remains one of the most serious threats to fish re-
production»;

+ restoration of ecosystems and stopping the process of loss of biodiversity: «The most serious
and irreversible consequence of human activity for nature is the extinction of species of flora
and fauna. Biodiversity loss is alarming and the spread of invasive species, poaching and illegal
wildlife trade are undermining efforts to protect and restore vital ecosystems»;

+ building a peaceful open society: «The number of killings of human rights defenders, journa-
lists and trade union activists is growing. Between 2017 and 2018, the UN registered and con-
firmed 431 violent deaths among this population: at least eight people were killed every week,
fighting ... to build a more inclusive and equitable society».

An analysis of the implementation of the tasks adopted by the UN is also given in the UN Regional
Economic and Social Commissions reports. So in the report UNECE «Halfway to 2030: How Many
Targets Will Be Achieved in the UNECE Region? Snapshot and insights in 2022» (UNECE, 2022) all
169 tasks from 17 SDGs are divided into four groups: maintain progress to achieve target, accele-
rate progress to achieve target, reverse progress to achieve target, insufficient data. Based on this
assessment, the region will achieve only 26 targets (15.3%) by 2030. For 64 targets (37.9%), pro-
gress has to accelerate, for 15 targets (8.9%), the current trend needs to be reversed and for 64 tar-
gets (37.9%), insufficient data. The UNESCAP report says: «Progress towards the SDGs in the Asia-
Pacific region has slowed as the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change have exacerbated deve-
lopment challenges. The region is not on track to achieve any of the 17 SDGs» (Economic and So-
cial Commission for Asia and the Pacific, «Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report», 2022).

On June 2-3, 2022, Stockholm hosted an international conference convened by the UN Ge-
neral Assembly: «Stockholm+50: A healthy planet for the prosperity of all - our responsibility, our
opportunity». UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres spoke at the conference. He said: «We face
a triple planetary crisis. A climate emergency that is killing and displacing ever more people each
year. Ecosystems’ degradation that are escalating the loss of biodiversity and compromising the
well-being of more than 3 billion people. And a growing tide of pollution and waste that is costing
some 9 million lives a year» (United Nations, 2022).

Unfortunately, we must state that humanity will not emerge from a state of instability.
Hence follows the inevitability of a global all-embracing crisis, tantamount to a catastrophe. In
(Meadows et al., 2003), a global crisis is predicted: «<Economic decline and a sharp decline in
population to levels that the environment can withstand will necessarily be accompanied by de-
teriorating human health, conflicts and clashes, destruction of ecosystems and glaring social
inequalities. An uncontrolled decline in population will be the result of a sharp rise in mortality and
a corresponding decrease in consumption. «All this suggests that it is necessary to look for rea-
sons due to which it is not possible to achieve long-term sustainable development.

In my previous works (Vorobiyenko, 2015, 2017) an attempt is made to show that the estab-
lished approaches and principles in the organization of social life do not correspond to existing
realities. The principles that dominate part of society today were established during the early days
of capitalism and impede the achievement of sustainable development.

This is how the inconsistency of the basic axiom of economics is substantiated, in part, the
statement about the infinite material needs of the individual. Five fundamental factors are pro-
posed, following which it is possible to increase the stability of the development of society. Here
are these factors with a minor revision.

The first factor: the material needs of society, i.e. the material needs of its individuals and institu-
tions must meet the principle of Reasonable Sufficiency.

The second factor: every adult and healthy person must provide for their existence, support for
children and help parents.

The third factor: The scarcity of natural resources should be compensated for by their repeated
use by processing, attracting renewable resources and limiting their use in accordance with the
principle of Reasonable Sufficiency.

The fourth factor: The key to harmonious business conduct is the transparency of financial, eco-
nomic and legal relations.

Vorobiyenko, P. / Economic Annals-XXI (2022), 195(1-2), 4-12



ECONOMIC ANNALS-XXI
WORLD ECONOMY AND POLICY

The fifth factor: it is necessary, first of all, to investigate the risks that new discoveries and inven-
tions carry, to foresee countermeasures and only then to introduce innovations.

As can be seen from the foregoing, mankind fails to achieve sustainable development, despite
the efforts of the world community. Therefore, the question arises: are the causes of instability
correctly identified and are measures to increase the stability of the development of society deter-
mined correctly?

3. Purpose

The aim of this work is to identify the underlying causes of the instability of the world and, on the
basis of this, to propose recommendations on directions for further research to prevent the catas-
trophe of the global society.

4. Results

The conducted analysis of the society development process proves that the achievement of
sustainable development of society is very problematic. The question arises why the goals of
sustainable development are unattainable in full? Upon closer examination, it is clear that the
activity is aimed at eliminating threats to sustainable development, and not at identifying the
causes that led to the emergence of threats and eliminating these causes. With this approach
to solving the problems of sustainable development, only a limited result can be obtained. This
leads to the main conclusion - it is necessary to identify the causes of instability and formulate
sustainable development goals to eliminate these causes. It also follows from the above analy-
sis that there are at least three reasons for the instability. The first cause of instability is the im-
perfection of economic theory, which has remained since its inception and actually reflects the
realities of «wild» capitalism. This is expressed in the statement about the naturalness of man’s
unlimited desire to satisfy his material needs. In fact, this is not the case. Such a statement is not
only harmful, but also meaningless, since, on the one hand, it actually pushes people towards
unlimited enrichment, and on the other hand, an excess of material goods does not bring true
satisfaction. Hence, in my work a hypothesis about the law of material satisfaction and its per-
ception by a person is presented (Vorobiyenko, 2020). In the same literature, a unit of measure-
ment of satisfaction, called «comfort», has been introduced. The hypothesis assumes that the
value of a person’s satisfaction with material goods changes according to a logarithmic law. It is
also proposed to describe the feeling of satisfaction from material goods as the first derivative of
satisfaction, which in this case tends to zero. There is no need to give a list of references in this
regard. It will be too long. Here are just the words of Steve Jobs: «Do not raise your children to be
rich. Educate them to be happy. Therefore, when they grow up, they will know the value of things,
and not their price» (Last Words of Steve Jobs).

The second reason is the insufficient level of morality in economic and political life, between
states, in business and ordinary people. If we turn to the interstate level, we should quote the
phrase from the speech in the House of Commons (March 1, 1858) by the Foreign Secretary,
Prime Minister of Great Britain, Viscount Henry John Temple Palmerston: «We have no eternal al-
lies and we have no permanent enemies; our interests are eternal and constant. It is our duty to
protect these interests» (Temple, 1848). In one version or another, these words are repeated by
many politicians to this day. It would seem a natural tendency to defend national interests, but
who determines these interests? In the middle of the nineteenth century, when this phrase ut-
tered, Great Britain was a colonial empire, having under its control huge overseas territories, and
tried to retain and expand its possessions. Then the national interests, obviously, demanded the
seizure of foreign lands and the subordination of nations living on them. Such interests are in no
way bound by morality. There are national interests of other countries and peoples and they must
be taken into account. Otherwise, contradictions, trade and real wars arise, which cause enor-
mous damage to their own interests and create instability in the world.

Business is no better. Even in developed countries, corruption has not been eliminated. Since
1995, the Composite Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) has been calculated. If the CPI is 100,
then the level of corruption is absent; at the maximum level of corruption, the CPI is equal to zero
as follows from «The changing wealth of nations» (Lange, Wodon, & Carey, 2018), no country has
a CPI of 100. The maximum index in 2020 is 88. The USA, with an index of 67, shares the 25" place
with Chile. Tax evasion, cartel collusion, unfair competition should be added to this. All this is hap-
pening in spite of the anti-corruption, fiscal, antimonopoly authorities. The reality shows that it is
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impossible to achieve progress by force alone. China, with its very strict legislation, can be a good
example. It shares, with four more countries, 78™ place with the CPI equal to 42.

The way out is to raise the level of morality in society. The incentive not to break the law should
be not only punishment, but also morality. Doing things that are not plausible should be not only
scary, but also shameful.

The third reason for instability in the world is associated with the absence of a truly effective
system for selecting elites and a system for nominating true leaders to the top of power. Often
people are striving for power either for wealth or because of the power itself, defending false na-
tional interests. Perhaps that is why inequality between countries is not decreasing, but even in-
creasing. According to the World Bank report «Changing the level of welfare of nations - 2018» it
is said: «... the welfare of the richest countries today is 52 times greater than that of the poorest»
(Lange, Wodon, & Carey, 2018). To win the elections, they are engaged in populism, which deve-
lops dependency, unfulfilled promises, they resort to dishonest rivalry, bribery of voters. The elec-
toral system must ensure that the peak of power is combined with the peak of wisdom and the
peak of morality at every level of the power pyramid. Practice shows the importance of ensuring
the alignment of these vertices. In the event that the peaks coincide, an economic miracle occurs
in the country, for example, Singapore.

To increase the resilience of the world, it is obviously necessary to eliminate the listed under-
lying causes of instability. Time is running out and it is necessary to start addressing the causes
as soon as possible by developing additional sustainable development goals. In parallel with this
work, it is necessary to carry out a number of major studies in two directions.

The first set of studies is aimed at establishing correlations between causes and effects. For
example, between improving economic theory and making development more sustainable. It is
highly desirable to express these connections in the form of mathematical dependencies. Prove
or refute the hypothesis about the law of material satisfaction and its perception by a person, etc.

The second set of studies is aimed at developing mechanisms to eliminate the causes of insta-
bility. Among such mechanisms, this is a comprehensive work to strengthen the moral foundations
of humanity through education, both formal and non-formal.

5. Conclusion

The problem of increasing the stability of the development of the world and the identification
of the underlying causes of instability and research to prevent these causes is an urgent task and
goal of this work.

This goal has been achieved: three global reasons for the instability of the global society are
substantiated and two directions for further research are given in comparison with these rea-
sons. But the research should not be limited to this. Perhaps there will be other reasons and
additional research directions to be identified. In addition, it is shown that with the modern ap-
proach to creating a sustainable society, only a limited result can be obtained. It is necessary to
change in principle the system of formation of sustainable development goals, which should be
aimed at eliminating the causes of instability. The recent events happening in the world inspire
a kind of optimism in achieving the stable development. The world interconnection is beco-
ming more vivid. Russia’s aggression against Ukraine caused negative worldwide consequen-
ces. For instance, the Russian blocking of grain export from Ukraine threatens to cause famine
in many countries (Agricultural Market Information System, 2022). On the other hand, the go-
vernments, citizens and international organizations of many countries condemn the Russian
aggression against Ukraine, thus opposing the injustice. The world is consolidating. If we hap-
pen to clarify the achieving of stable development strategy, then we obtain a real chance to
reach the goal.
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